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The Help Group...because every child deserves a great future SPRING 2012

THE HELP GROUP OPENS NEW CAMPUS  
FOR ITS BRIDGEPORT VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION CENTER

DR. LISA MASTERSON TO BE GUEST SPEAKER 
AT TEDDY BEAR TEA ON APRIL 17TH

T he Help Group will host its fifth 

annual Teddy Bear Tea: An Affair of 

the Heart on April 17th at the Four 

Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills. The 

reception, silent auction and boutique will 

begin at 11:00 a.m., to be followed by the 

luncheon/tea at noon.

The event will once again be hosted by Jodi 

Tenenbaum and co-hosted by Julia 

Baumgartner, Teddi Cole and Therese 

Gamba.

Each year the Teddy Bear Tea features a guest speaker/author.  This year, 

we are pleased to announce that Dr. Lisa Masterson will be joining us.  Dr. 

Masterson, physician and humanitarian, is the author of the powerful 

memoir Paper Dollhouse. A pioneer in the field of women’s health care, Dr. 

Masterson is an Emmy-nominated co-host of the Emmy-award winning 

daytime syndicated series “The Doctors.” She is a board-certified specialist 

in obstetrics and gynecology, a fellow of the American Board of Obstetricians 

and Gynecologists and maintains a private practice in Santa Monica.

In Paper Dollhouse, Dr. Masterson tells the inspiring story of her bittersweet 

childhood and her path to becoming an accomplished physician. It is a story 

of love, fierce determination, and prevailing against all odds. The love, grit 

and resilience of those early days laid the groundwork for her far-reaching 

humanitarian endeavors that include the establishment of clinics in Africa 

and India dedicated to improving health care for infants and mothers. Her 

remarkable efforts have been recognized by the American Red Cross and 

March of Dimes.

For more information about the Teddy Bear Tea, please contact Julie 

Hirschberg at 818.779.5282 or jhirschberg@thehelpgroup.org.

V ocational education has long been part of The Help Group’s 

mission to prepare students for increasing levels of independence.  

We are pleased to announce that this past fall, our Bridgeport 

vocational program, serving students ages 18–22, moved to its own 

campus, the Bridgeport Vocational Education Center in Van Nuys. 

An innovative day school program, the Center provides up to four years 

of additional educational experiences and allows our young people the 

opportunity to take the skills learned in the classroom and transfer them 

into practice in the community. Sixty-three students are enrolled at the 

Center for the 2011–2012 school year.

THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF ~ A DECADE OF CARING 

Bridgeport Vocational Education Center students and faculty at their new campus.

Dr. Barbara Firestone, Mel Elias and Gary H. Carmona

Dr. Lisa Masterson

continued on page 10 

T he Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf first launched its Deck the Walls holiday 

in-store giving campaign in support of The Help Group in 2002. This 

marked the beginning of a decade of caring that has helped to build 

brighter futures for children with special needs. 

At the Autism Center ribbon cutting last year, The Help Group recognized 

The Coffee Bean for its philanthropic commitment by naming The Coffee 

Bean & Tea Leaf Early Education Wing. “It was a privilege to honor The 

Coffee Bean in this way – it seemed so fitting since their involvement is all 

about creating opportunities for the children,” said Dr. Barbara Firestone, 

President & CEO of The Help Group. The state-of-the-art wing  includes  

preschool through 3rd grade classrooms, a computer lab, an occupational 

continued on page 3
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A MESSAGE TO 
OUR FRIENDS
Dear Friends,

We are pleased to share this new edition of HelpLine 
with you.  With so much happening at our organization, 
there are never enough pages to capture all that is 
going on, but here are some highlights.

With our terrific Board of Directors, administration, 
faculty & staff, governmental colleagues, philanthropic 
friends, parents and volunteers, The Help Group 
moves ever forward in its commitment to building 
brighter futures for the children. It is often said that it 
takes a village to raise a child ~ we like to think of The 
Help Group as a village that enables young people 
with special needs to more fully realize their potential.

We are immensely grateful to all who join us in our 
efforts!

Gary H. Carmona  ~  Dr. Barbara Firestone
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therapy center, learning 

lab and an art space—all 

filled with children actively 

engaged in learning.

“Our entire organization 

t a k e s  g re a t  p r i d e  i n 

s u p p o r t i n g  T h e  H e l p 

Group and its mission to 

improve the l ives of 

children with special 

needs.” said Mel El ias, 

President & CEO of The 

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf and member of The Help Group’s 

Circ le of Fr iends Philanthropic Board.

Throughout the years we have come to think of The Coffee 

Bean and The Help Group as “the perfect blend.” The Coffee 

Bean is truly a role model of corporate philanthropic excellence 

at its best.

THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF ~ A DECADE OF CARING (continued from cover)

Students from Young Learners Preschool for Autism at  
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf Early Education Wing

see related story on page 5

I n October 2011, Governor Jerry Brown 

signed Senate Bill 946 (SB 946) into 

law, making California the 28th state to 

enact autism insurance reform legislation. 

SB 946, authored by Senate President Pro 

Tempore Darrell Steinberg, requires that 

private health plans and insurance 

companies provide coverage for 

behavioral health treatment for individuals 

with autism and pervasive developmental 

disorders. The new law is effective July 1, 

2012. The Help Group was one of four co-

sponsors of the bill. 

This landmark legislation is the result of Senator Steinberg’s long-standing 

and unflagging commitment to autism issues and the work of the California 

Senate Select Committee on Autism & Related Disorders that he chairs. 

“This is a critical victory for thousands of California children and families. 

For many of them, having this therapy covered by their insurance is the 

difference between despair and hope," said Senator Steinberg in a 

statement. 

Behavioral health treatment is now recognized as the single most effective 

form of healthcare therapy for autism and related disorders. Yet before the 

passage of SB 946, many private health plans and health insurance 

companies denied families behavioral health treatment, arguing that 

behavioral health treatment was an educational service and not a therapy 

eligible for coverage.

SB 946 establishes a definition and criteria 

for behavioral health treatment that are 

consistent with established medical 

treatment standards. This legislation also 

sets forth appropriate guidelines and 

standards for individuals, groups, and 

entities that will be designated as 

appropriate providers for these services.

The passage of this new law is already 

reverberating throughout the healthcare 

community. Insurance Commissioner 

Dave Jones announced in late February 

that he had reached a settlement with 

HealthNet and Cigna to guarantee 

coverage of behavioral therapy for autism, joining Blue Shield of California, 

which had previously settled. “We are pleased that HealthNet and Cigna 

now recognize their current obligations to provide crucial behavioral 

health treatment to the thousands of children who must live with autism 

every day,” Commissioner Jones said in a statement.

"We applaud Senator Steinberg's visionary leadership and recognize the 

tireless efforts of the many advocates who came together to ensure that 

individuals with autism receive quality care," said Dr. Barbara Firestone, 

President & CEO of The Help Group. “The genesis of this landmark bill is 

the story of families, advocates and friends coming together for the sake 

of individuals with autism.”

Congratulations to the thousands across the state who worked so hard to 

bring autism insurance reform to California families!

A MAJOR VICTORY FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN CALIFORNIA  
WITH THE PASSAGE OF SB 946 – AUTISM INSURANCE REFORM

Dr. Barbara Firestone, Sen. Darrell Steinberg and  
Dr. Louis A. Vismara, MD, Policy Consultant to Sen. Steinberg
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1 in every 110 children is affected by AUTISM

A P R I L  I S  A U T I S M  A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H

L e a r n  t h e  E a r l y  S i g n s  o f  A u t i s m  S p e c t r u m  D i s o r d e r s

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), commonly referred to as autism, are brain-based 
developmental disabilities characterized by language/communication problems, 

impaired social interaction, and repetitive, rigid behaviors and interests.

For more information about the early signs and autism screenings, please call 877.943.5747

The presence of any one or a combination of these early signs does not necessarily mean that your child has 
an autism spectrum disorder. If your child demonstrates any of these signs, please discuss your concerns with 

your pediatrician and ask for an autism screening. Research indicates that early identification and intensive 
early intervention can result in significant positive outcomes for many children with ASD.

B Y  4  M O N T H S  O F  A G E

•	 Does not make eye contact or makes little 
eye contact 

•	 Does not seem interested in other people 

•	 Does not react by looking at people when 
they are making “social sounds,” such as 
humming or clapping 

•	 Does not show as much interest in people as 
objects 

•	 Does not have a social smile (does not smile 
back at someone who smiles at them)

•	 Does not show interest in watching people’s 
faces 

B Y  1 2  M O N T H S  O F  A G E

•	 Does not combine eye contact with smiling 

•	 Does not babble (or the babble doesn’t 
sound like “talking”) 

•	 Does not look at objects that another person 
is looking at 

•	 Does not try to engage other people in what 
he or she is looking at or doing 

•	 Does not engage in interactive gestures, such 
as giving, showing or reaching for parents 

•	 Does not respond when his or her name is 
called 

•	 Does not show a caring or concerned reaction 
to other people crying or in distress 

•	 Does not use gestures, such as waving “hi” or 
“bye,” or use the index finger to point 

B Y  2 4  M O N T H S  O F  A G E
•	 Does not look toward an object that is 

pointed to

•	 Does not point to share interests with others, 
such as pointing to an appealing toy 

•	 Does not imitate common activities of others, 
such as sweeping the floor 

•	 Does not learn simple, new interactive 
routines

•	 Does not develop pretend or make-believe 
play, such as feeding a doll 

•	 Does not use single words by 16 months

•	 Does not spontaneously use meaningful two-
word   phrases (“go car” or “look doggie”) by 
24 months

O T H E R  E A R LY  S I G N S

•	 Experiences a significant loss of language or 
social skills that he or she once had

•	 Echoes what others say (echolalia) without 
regular spontaneous speech 

•	 Demonstrates speech that sounds 
mechanical, almost robotic

•	 Uses limited or atypical facial expressions

•	 Prefers to play alone or does not show 
interest in other children 

•	 May not enjoy cuddling or being touched, 
unless it is on his or her own terms 

•	 Displays repetitive body movements (hand 
flapping, spinning) 

•	 Fixates upon a single object, such as a spoon 
or book 

•	 Cannot tolerate change in routine or 
environment, such as a new toothbrush or a 
replacement for a lost toy 

•	 Increased or decreased sensitivity to sensory 
experiences (light, texture, sound, taste, 
smell, movement)

•	 Lines items up or puts things in order 
repeatedly 

•	 Has excessive tantrums and is difficult to 
console 

•	 Walks on tiptoes 

•	 Unusual eating & sleeping habits

•	 Gives unrelated answers to questions

A S D  FA S T  FA C T S

•	 The symptoms of ASD vary 

widely from child to child and 

range from mild to severe.

•	 ASD are now estimated to 

affect 1 in every 110 children in 

the United States; 1 in every 70 

boys; 1 in every 315 girls.

•	 ASD occur in children of all 

racial, ethnic and socioeconomic 

backgrounds.

•	 Symptoms can often be 

detected by 18 months of age 

or earlier. When parents first 

suspect that early signs of 

autism may be present, they 

should discuss these concerns 

with their pediatrician and ask 

for an autism screening.

•	 Research indicates that early 

identification and intensive 

early intervention can result in 

significant positive outcomes 

for many children with ASD.     

•	 Statistics indicate that the 

probability of having a second 

child with autism is 2 – 8%.                                                         
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T he Help 
Group’s 
r e s a l e 

boutique and student 
training center, silverlining, which 

features new, vintage and gently used 
fashionable and designer clothing, shoes and 

accessories for men, women and children, 
will be moving one block west to a new 
location on Washington Boulevard in 

Culver City in Spring 2012. 

Celebrating its first anniversary in March, silverlining has had an incredibly 

successful year thanks to its generous donors and loyal customers. Most 

importantly, it has provided valuable vocational training opportunities for 

students with special needs. According to Dr. Susan Berman, Chief 

Operating Officer of The Help Group, “By working with coaches and 

mentors, our students learn many of the life skills needed to succeed in 

the workplace. They also develop a sense of pride and self-confidence in 

the process."

With all proceeds benefiting the programs of The Help Group, there is 

indeed a silverlining for all in this heartfelt venture!

SILVERLINING TO MOVE TO NEW CULVER CITY LOCATION

www.si lverl iningresale.org

Special thanks to the following companies for their generous donations:

Adrianna Papell  l  Amaia Kids  l  American Rag Cie  l  Ampersand Boutique  l  Aryn K  l  BCBGeneration
Buffalo Exchange  l  Charlotte Tarantola  l  Disney/ABC Television Group  l  Ed Hardy Shoes, PSDIUSA
European Couture  l  Haute Seconds  l  Pumpkinheads  l  Sielian’s Vintage Apparel  l  Spirit Activewear

For the latest updates on Silverlining, follow us on Facebook and Twitter

GELSON'S TO HOST IN-STORE  
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF AND 
GELSON’S TO ONCE AGAIN LEAD  

THE HELP GROUP’S AWARENESS EFFORTS

F or the sixth 

consecutive year, 

Gelson’s  will host 

an autism awareness and 

fund-raising campaign 

on behalf of The Help Group at all of its 17 locations during April – 

Autism Awareness Month.

“The Super Market” is well-known for its ongoing support of 

schools and scholarship funds, toy drives for children in need, pet 

adoption events and donations to charitable organizations.

“Gelson’s is pleased to work with The Help Group to raise awareness 

of autism and provide a platform for our customers to support 

efforts that impact the lives of so many children and adolescents,” 

said Rob McDougall, President of Gelson’s.

The Help Group’s Learn the Early Signs of Autism brochures will be 

at the checkout counters as well as coupons to make donations of 

$3, $5 or $10 at the register. 100% of donations will benefit The 

Help Group’s autism programs. 

In addition, Gelson's will highlight the campaign through its social 

media and shopping bags. 

The Help Group thanks Gelson’s for its commitment to the children 

and families of our community.

T he Help Group is pleased to announce 

that its Learn the Early Signs of Autism 

campaign will once again be 

prominently displayed in April by:

 ♦ THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF
 ♦ GELSON'S

as well as by a host of other 

organizations including :

 ♦ Community CliniC AssoCiAtion 
of lA County

 ♦ skirbAll CulturAl Center

 ♦ Zimmer Children's museum

 ♦ CAliforniA sCienCe Center

In addition, the following 

organizations will be featuring 

autism awareness information in 

their company newsletters that will 

collectively reach tens of thousands 

of people. Some of our many 

partners include:

keyes Automotive, Zenith insurAnCe CompAny, loCkton inC., time 
WArner CAble, eleCtroniC Arts, los Angeles vAlley College,  
lA fitness And steWArt title. 

The Help Group would also like to acknowledge the many federal, state and 

local elected officials who are helping to spread the word by placing the 

brochures in their offices.

&
Making a difference together!

www.thehelpgroup.org

Founded in 1975, The Help Group is dedicated to helping young people with 

autism and other special needs fully realize their potential. It is the largest, most 

comprehensive nonprofit of its kind in the United States and is recognized as a 

leader in the field of autism. The Help Group offers a wide range of innovative 

autism spectrum disorders programs, and each day, more than 1000 students 

ages 3 – 22 attend its autism day schools. Other programs include assessment, 

early identification & intervention, multi-disciplinary therapies, life skills training 

for transitioning youth, residential programs, parent support groups, day camps, 

after school enrichment and social skills programs.The Help Group is widely regarded for its high standards of excellence, unique 

scope and breadth of services. Through its public awareness and outreach 

programs, graduate and post graduate professional training, applied research, 

conferences and seminars, parent education programs, publications, and efforts 

at the state and national levels, The Help Group touches the lives of children 

with special needs and their families throughout the United States and in other 

parts of the world.

 Village Glen School · Bridgeport SchoolBridgeport Vocational Education Center
Sunrise School · Young Learners Preschool for Autism

Village Glen Commons Boarding Option
The Help Group  -  UCLA Autism Research Alliance

The Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders
The Help Group National Autism Foundation
Kids Like Me Day Camps · Camp DiscoveryAdvance LA · club l.a/club l.a. TEEN

Silverlining Resale Boutique & Vocational Training Center
Kids Like Me After-School Enrichment & Social Skills GroupsCULVER CITY  ·  SHERMAN OAKS EAST  ·  SHERMAN OAKS WEST  

VALLEY GLEN  ·  VAN NUYS NORTH  ·  VAN NUYS SOUTHPHONE:  877.943.5747  ·  FAX:  818.779.5295
www.thehelpgroup.org

Learn the Early Signs of AUTISMthere’s HOPE & HELP

Leading the Way forYoung People with AUTISM
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A dvance LA is pleased to present its first annual conference for 

parents and professionals, prep.launch.elevate: Supporting 

Teens & Young Adults in their Transition to Independence. The 

conference will be held on May 11, 2012, at the American Jewish University 

in Los Angeles. 

The day will be filled with presentations from dynamic speakers, cutting-

edge researchers and pioneering educators. The sessions will focus on the 

needs of young people with autism, Asperger’s Disorder, Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Learning Disabilities, Mental Health Issues 

including Dual Diagnosis and Substance Abuse Recovery.

The conference will address all areas of preparing for "life after high 

school" including:

The World of Work, College or Higher Education (including Vocational 

Training), Independent Living

Some of the presenters include:

PETER GERHARDT, EdD, Director of Education at the McCarton School 
in New York City, Chairman of the Scientific Council for the Organization of 
Autism Research and a member of numerous professional advisory boards.

RICHARD GUARE, PhD, Director of the Center for Learning and Attention 
Disorders in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and co-author of Smart but 
Scattered: The Revolutionary “Executive Skills” Approach to Helping Kids 
Reach Their Potential.

SARITA FREEDMAN, PhD, Licensed Clinical Psychologist and author of 
Developing College Skills in Students With Autism and Asperger’s 
Syndrome.

LIDIA ZYLOWSKA, MD, Co-founder of the Mindful Awareness Research 
Center at UCLA and author of Mindfulness Prescription for Adult ADHD.

LARS PERNER, PhD, Assistant Professor of Clinical Marketing at the 
University of Southern California and author of Delightful Reflections: 
Quips, Conjectures and Pontifications.

LOUIS A. VISMARA, MD, Policy Consultant, California Senate President 
Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg and Board Chair, UC Davis MIND Institute.

During lunch, talented composer and rapper Rio Wyles will perform and his 
parents will speak about their experiences in seeking to maximize their 
son’s talents and strengths. Rio is fast becoming the next big thing in rap, 
but what makes Rio’s story so inspiring is that he is diagnosed with autism.

The Advance LA Conference is open to educators, clinicians, researchers, 
parents, graduate and undergraduate students. Continuing education 
credits (8) are available.  

For more information and online registration, please visit   
www.advancela.org.

T he confidence to show up for a job 
interview. Preparing macaroni and 
cheese for lunch. Making friends. 

Taking the bus to the pharmacy. Planning a 
morning routine at the dorms. Striking out on 
your own.

Without proper support, such milestones can be elusive for many teens 
and young adults with autism spectrum disorders, ADHD, learning 
differences and other special needs. Finding the appropriate resources for 
the transition to adulthood can be especially challenging—once a young 
person reaches his or her twenty-second birthday, the availability of 
services such as education, training, therapy and support are very limited 
and the funding scarce.

According to Dr. Susan Berman, Chief Operating Officer of The Help 
Group, "that is why we created Advance LA, a comprehensive program 
that provides young adults the support they need to reach greater levels 
of independence." Advance LA offers a variety of services for individuals 
with special needs including one-on-one life skills coaching, workshops 
and social clubs. 

With Advance LA’s individualized approach, teens and adults can mix and 
match services that suit their needs. “Prep, launch and elevate are three 
categories of intervention based on the age and developmental level of 
our clients,” explained Amy Griffiths, PhD, Director of Advance LA.  “Prep 

is for individuals ages 14 to 17 as they begin 
planning for transition. It’s our version of early 
intervention. We’re preparing them for a smooth 
transition.”

The launch phase of the program is for individuals 
ages 18-26. “They’re now young adults. We’re 

launching them into the world—into jobs, independent living, or college—
with support,” Dr. Griffiths added. 

Elevate is for older clients who wish to change careers or “elevate” to a 
higher level of functioning. “We have a client who is thirty-five years old,” 
said Dr. Griffiths, “who is looking to expand his career options and explore 
the possibility of attending a vocational program. He’s on the autism 
spectrum and has a strong interest in sports. He can memorize virtually 
every sport statistic there is. We’re looking to build on that strength or 
look for a field where he can use his sports knowledge and further his 
career."

Advance LA also offers coaching for parents and family members, as well 
as a parent networking and support group known as P2P or parent-to-
parent. Its workshops and conferences for parents and professionals 
advance knowledge and best practices in the area of transition services 
and support. A transitional living program is currently in the development 
phase as part of Advance LA’s mission to provide this ever-growing group 
of young people the services they need not just to progress, but to thrive.

TRANSITION PLANNING FOR A REWARDING FUTURE

Advance LA prep.launch.elevate. Conference For Parents & Professionals 
Supporting Teens & Young Adults In Their Transition To Independence

THE HELP GROUP’S

SAVE THE DATE ~ MAY 11, 2012
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ANNUAL KEYES FOR KIDS TEDDY BEAR GOLF CLASSIC  
CELEBRATES 20TH YEAR AND HONORS MICHAEL ROSENFELD

U nder sunny skies, Keyes Automotive Group hosted the 

20th Annual Keyes for Kids Teddy Bear Golf Classic on 

September 26, 2011, at the Valencia Country Club.

At the Lockton Insurance Brokers Awards Dinner, The Help Group 

presented its Help Fore Children Humanitarian Award to Michael 

Rosenfeld. 

Rosenfeld, founder and CEO of Woodridge Capital Partners, a 

Los Angeles-based real estate development and investment 

company, has a long-standing family tradition of philanthropy 

and commitment to the community. Michael is 

involved in numerous civic groups and 

charitable organizations.  

In his acceptance remarks, Michael said, “The 

Help Group does so much for children.  It’s 

wonderful that the business community can 

come together to support this extraordinary 

organization.”

Board Chair Gary H. Carmona and Dr. Barbara 

Firestone thanked all event sponsors and 

donors for making the Golf Classic such a 

remarkable success. “This event is a wonderful 

opportunity to bring together old friends, make new ones and 

honor Michael for his commitment to kids,” said Dr. Firestone. 

“The Help Group is now serving more children than any time in 

our history, and the numbers continue to grow as the need 

grows.”

Special thanks went to Golf Classic chairs and committee 

members and to KABC Radio talk show host Peter Tilden who 

entertained the guests as emcee during the dinner and live 

auction.

Co-chairs included Howard Tenenbaum, Vice President of Keyes 

Automotive Group & Help Group Board Exec. Vice Chair; Judd 

Swarzman, President, Judd Swarzman & Associates and Help 

Group Board member; Jonathan Klein, Managing Director of 

Fortress Investment Group; Jesse Sharf, Partner & Co-chair of 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher's Century City Real Estate Department 

and the 2009 Golf Classic honoree.

Golf Classic Committee members included Brian Baumgartner, 

Help Group parent & actor; Barry Bostwick, Help Group parent & 

actor; Gary H. Carmona, Help Group Board Chair; Gary Cole, Help 

Group parent, Celebrity Spokesperson & actor; Jonathan Firestone, 

Managing Director, Eastdil Secured; Joe Mantegna, autism 

advocate & actor; Tim Noonan, President & CEO, Lockton Insurance 

Brokers; and Ken Solomon, CEO & Chairman, Tennis Channel & 

Help Group Board member.

Our thanks to all who helped to make this event such a wonderful success.

1. Dr. Barbara Firestone, Howard Tenenbaum, Gary H. Carmona  2. Michael Rosenfeld  3. Judd Swarzman, Dr. Barbara Firestone, Gary H. Carmona, 
Michael Rosenfeld, Howard Tenenbaum, Jesse Sharf, Jonathan Klein, Jonathan Firestone  4. Jeff Friedman, Michael Rosenfeld, Jonathan Klein, Jesse 
Sharf 5. Gary H. Carmona, Gary Cole  6. Louis Price, Judd Swarzman  7. Michael Rosenfeld  8. Peter Tilden  9. The Help Group Children's Choir
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I t was an evening of good will and 

philanthropy as hundreds of 

friends of The Help Group 

gathered together for the 15th 

annual Teddy Bear Ball on December 

5th at the International Ballroom of 

the Beverly Hilton Hotel. Each year, 

the Teddy Bear Ball is attended by 

hundreds of prominent entertainment 

and community leaders and features 

special performances by children 

of The Help Group and their 

celebrity friends.

The Help Group presented its 

2011 awards to CBS Television 

Distribution’s President John 

Nogawski, California Senate 

President Pro Tem Darrell 

Steinberg and Microsoft, Inc.  

The evening featured 

performances by Brian 

Wilson, one of popular 

music’s most revered 

figures and influential 

composers.

This year’s gala chairs were 

Julie Chen & Leslie 

Moonves, along with co-

chairs Nancy O’Dell & 

Keith Zubchevich, Linda 

Bell Blue & Steven Blue, 

and Lissa & Ken Solomon.  

Nancy O'Dell, co-host of 

"Entertainment Tonight," served as host for the evening’s program.

Former lead singer of the Temptations Louis Price and The Help Group 

Children’s Choir kicked off the evening with a spirited holiday medley.

Gary H. Carmona, Help Group Board Chair, and Dr. Barbara Firestone 

expressed their great appreciation to the evening’s guests. “The Teddy 

Bear Ball is during that special time of the year that is so much about 

children, sharing, giving and goodwill. And that is what tonight is about!” 

Dr. Firestone said.

The Help Group premiered its new video graciously produced by 

“Entertainment Tonight” and hosted by Nancy O’Dell, who commented, 

“Once you meet the children, it’s easy to understand why all of us lend our 

support. They are truly inspiring.”

TEDDY BEAR BALL HONORS JOHN NOGAWSKI, SENATOR DARRELL STEINBERG AND MICROSOFT, INC.

1. Gary H. Carmona, Celeste Alleyne, John Nogawski, Dr. Barbara Firestone, Sen. Darrell Steinberg  2. John & Melanie Nogawski  3. Nancy O'Dell   
4. Kevin Frazier  5. Dr. Barbara Firestone, John Nogawski, Gary H. Carmona  6. Sen. Darrell Steinberg  7. Celeste Alleyne, Dr. Barbara Firestone, Gary Cole   
8. Brian Wilson  9. Keith Zubchevich, Nancy O'Dell, John Nogawski, Melanie Nogawski, Steven Blue, Linda Bell Blue, Lissa Solomon, Ken Solomon   
10. Help Group COO Dr. Susan Berman, Barry Berman, Joy & Jerrold Monkarsh, Perry Katz, Sheila Lasky, Susan Berk 11. Howard Keyes, Howard 
Tenenbaum  12. Dick Costello, Dr. Susan Berman  13. Andrea Fiuczynski 14. Louis Price and The Help Group Children's Choir  15. Mel Elias  16. Sen. 
Darrell Steinberg, Dr. Barbara Firestone, Hon. Zev Yaraslovsky, Hon. Tom Torlakson, Gary H. Carmona  17. Holly Robinson Peete  18. Help Group 
Students 19. Help Group Students

1. 2.
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The Help Group saluted The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf and its President and 

CEO, Mel Elias, for their extraordinary efforts in support of children and 

their autism awareness activities in 174 stores.

Andrea Fiuczynski, President of Christie’s, generated some high-spirited 

bidding for one-of-a-kind experiences and unique items at the evening’s 

live auction.  Dr. Susan Berman, Help Group COO, and Dick Costello, Help 

Group Circle of Friends board member, 

invited everyone to support The Help 

Group’s Dr. Adam Opportunity Fund.

Maurissa Sorensen, a graduate of The 

Help Group schools and a recipient of 

the Dr. Adam Opportunity Fund, spoke 

via video message (also produced by 

“Entertainment Tonight”) to thank those 

who made it possible for her to fulfill her 

dream of pursuing a master’s 

degree at Harvard University.

Following Maurissa’s moving 

video, the legendary Brian 

Wilson and his band wowed the 

crowd and truly created a lot of 

“good vibrations.”

Help Group Board Member and 

1998 Help Humanitarian Award 

rec ip ient ,  Ken Solomon, 

chairman and CEO of The Tennis 

Channel, introduced a retrospective 

of past honorees and warmly 

welcomed the newest honorees.  

Kevin Frazier, co-host of “The 

Ins ider,”  introduced Help 

Humanitarian Award recipient John 

Nogawski.  John has made the well-

being of children, especially young 

people with special needs, a top 

priority. “The vibration in this room is 

pretty powerful. The Help Group 

provides the connection. They truly are 

the super-connector of human life!”  

said John.

Dr. Firestone presented Senator 

Steinberg with the Champion for 

Children Award in recognition of his 

advocacy, remarkable vision, leadership 

and compassion for children with special 

needs. “I’d like to dedicate this award to the countless 

children and families who are overcoming the challenges 

of autism and other developmental disabilities,” Senator 

Steinberg said.

Help Group Celebrity Spokesperson, Gary Cole, 

presented the Corporate Philanthropy Award to 

Microsoft. The award was accepted by Microsoft’s West 

Region Citizenship and Public Affairs Director, Celeste 

Alleyne, who remarked, “We know our product 

technology grant to The Help Group will do exactly what 

Microsoft as a company promotes—inspiring youth to be all they can be, 

to dream, to find their passion, to grow, to be empowered.”

To cap off the evening, all of the honorees and presenters joined Louis 

Price and the children’s choir on stage for a heartwarming holiday 

performance of “Winter Wonderland.”

TEDDY BEAR BALL HONORS JOHN NOGAWSKI, SENATOR DARRELL STEINBERG AND MICROSOFT, INC.
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T he Help Group transformed its Sherman Oaks campus into a 

“winter wonderland” for the annual Holiday Carnival that took 

place on December 10, 2011.  The event brought the spirit of the 

season to more than 800 children and families served by The Help Group’s 

Child Abuse Prevention and Intervention, Mental Health, and Residential 

Treatment programs.  

Guests enjoyed tons of food, rides, carnival games, 

a petting zoo, arts & crafts, and even a visit from 

Santa!  Thanks to the ongoing generosity of Hasbro 

Children’s Fund, every child took home a great gift.  

“The Carnival was truly a special 

day,” said Dr. Barbara Firestone. 

“We’re so grateful to our generous 

sponsors and to the many 

volunteers and staff who dedicated 

their time."

The Help Group2011 HOLIDAY CARNIVAL
SPECIAL THANKS TOOUR CARNIVAL SUPPORTERS!

HASBRO
THE ZENITH

METROPOLITAN THEATRES
THE MONKARSH FAMILY
THE FIRESTONE FAMILY

THE LASKY FAMILY

0 1 1

2

Congressman Brad Sherman  ♦  Matthew Dababneh
Ameci North Hollywood  ♦  The Ant FarmBig Kid CollectablesBig Mama’s & Papa’s Pizzeria Studio CityBlue Cross Beauty ProductsCahootie  ♦  California Pizza KitchenChick-fi l-A  ♦  The Coffee Bean & Tea LeafCrorey Creations  ♦  D’Amores PizzaFarmer Boys  ♦  First StudentFree Arts  ♦  JAKKS Pacifi cNu Color Printing  ♦  Olive GardenPanera Bread  ♦  Ralph’s

Sprinkles Cupcakes
Signmeupkaraoke.comSharky’s Woodfi red Mexican GrillStewart Title  ♦  Towerlee Printers

Warner Bros.

CARNIVAL BRINGS HOLIDAY MAGIC TO CHILDREN IN NEED

10

“For our young adult students, 

it’s exciting to be at a new 

campus that is distinct from the 

site of their high school,” said 

Pamela Clark, Director of The 

Help Group’s Autism Schools. “A 

new campus symbolizes that they 

are embarking on the next 

chapter in their lives.” 

One of the central features of  

the vocational program involves 

placing students in internships at 

local businesses. This invaluable, 

real-world work experience 

builds solid foundations for future 

employment. In order to accomplish 

this, the Center is successfully 

creating relationships with businesses in the community and focusing on 

student’s particular areas of interest when matching them with an 

employer.  The alignment of interest and vocation will increase the 

potential for a positive employment experience. Education Center 

students currently have internships at Petco, Best Buy, Dollar Tree, YMCA 

preschool, Walgreens, Fresh & Easy, Kmart, and Finish Line. The students 

are supported by a job coach 

until they can perform the work 

independently.

“Rather than focus on traditional 

academics, a functional curriculum 

is offered. For example, instead 

of learning algebra, students are 

taught how to complete W-2 

forms, balance a checkbook, and 

understand how to maintain an 

inventory,” said Janis Betts, 

Principal of Bridgeport School.   

Students are taught how to 

independently set appointments 

with various adult support 

agencies and access needed 

resources. They also receive a wide 

range of life skills training—everything from washing clothes at a 

laundromat, to learning how to use public transportation.   

The young adults at the Bridgeport Vocational Education Center love their 

new home and the opportunity to engage in meaningful real-world 

activities that promote their independence.

THE HELP GROUP OPENS NEW CAMPUS FOR ITS  
BRIDGEPORT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CENTER (continued from cover)

Bridgeport Vocational Education Center students  
and faculty at their new campus.
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SUMMIT VIEW SCHOOL TO HOST COLLEGE FAIR FOR  
STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DIFFERENCES

THE HELP GROUP'S 3RD ANNUAL SPECIAL NEEDS RESOURCE FAIR COMING MAY 6TH

P arents, students and professionals throughout 

the community are invited to attend Summit 

View School’s first annual College Fair for 

Students with Learning Differences on Saturday, 

March 17th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Summit 

View West, located at 12101 West Washington 

Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90066.

“The College Fair is an ideal way for students in 

grades 9-11 to develop a preliminary list of colleges 

that interest them, as part of a sound transition plan 

for the future,” said Nancy Rosenfelt, Director of Summit View School. 

Representatives from 25 colleges will be present at the fair. “With 98 

percent of Summit View students going on to college, we know which 

institutions will help students with learning differences succeed,” explained 

Ms. Rosenfelt. Some of these “user friendly” colleges offer 

services such as testing centers where students are allowed 

additional time for exams. Other universities may help 

incoming students by  identifying faculty members whose 

course offerings are more amenable to students with learning 

differences.

Fair attendees will have the opportunity to meet with 

admission representatives from a wide range of post-

secondary institutions to discuss the application process, 

classes, financial aid requirements, college life in general, 

support services and other information pertinent to the college selection 

process. 

Admission is free and open to the public. For more information, please 

e-mail collegefair@summitview.org, call 310.751.1100 or visit  

www.summitview.org.

F amilies and professionals 

throughout the community 

are invited to attend The 

Help Group’s third annual 

Special Needs Resource Fair on 

Sunday, May 6th from 11:00 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. at its Autism Center, 

located at 13164 Burbank 

Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, CA 

91401. 

“Families and professionals will 
have the opportunity to discover 
all the wonderful children’s 
resources that Los Angeles has 
to offer its special needs 
community,” said Debby Webb, 
Senior Executive Administrator 
of The Help Group. “Every year 
we strive to increase the number of exhibitors at the fair, so we can 
introduce an even wider array of programs, products and services. This 
year promises to be bigger and better than ever.” 

At the fair, there will be exhibitors representing schools, camps, residential 
programs, social skills programs, medical and therapeutic services, 
educational supports, behavior intervention services, vocational  programs, 

parent support groups, respite 
services, equine therapy, 
recreational and creative arts 
programs, as well as financial, 
legal, medical and advocacy 
services. All exhibitors will have 
brochures and flyers to distribute 
and will be able to answer 
questions about their services, 
programs or products. 

Outside, at the Hasbro Boundless 
Playground, children  and their 
families will be invited to play 
and take part in face painting, 
music, crafts, games, and much 
more. Refreshments will be 
available for purchase. 

Last year’s fair was a tremendous success with more than 500 parents and 
professionals visiting over 45 booths. Come join us this year and learn how 
many wonderful resources there are in our community! 

Admission is free and open to the public. For further information, please 
contact Nicole Webb at 818.778.7136 or nwebb@thehelpgroup.org.

Partial l ist of colleges attending...more to come!

University of California, Los Angeles  |  University of California, Irvine  |  University of Southern California 
University of Arizona  |  Cal Poly Pomona  |  Cal State Channel Islands  |  Cal State Dominguez Hills  

Cal State Los Angeles  |  Chapman University  |  Cal State Northridge  |  Curry College 
El Camino College  |  Glendale Community College  |  Long Beach City College  |  Loyola Marymount College 

Marymount College  |  Mitchell College  |  Occidental College  |  Santa Monica College 
West LA College  |  Whittier College  |  LA Film School and LA Recording School

11
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THE HELP GROUP’S AUTISM ARTS PROGRAMS BEGIN SPRING SEASON

THE HELP GROUP AND BEAR GIVERS CELEBRATE  
YOUNG ARTISTS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

T he Help Group is pleased 

to announce the 2012 

Spring Season of the 

children’s performing arts 

program. All of these wonderful 

events are free and open to the community at large. 

Following five outstanding concerts at The Help Group’s Sherman Oaks 

campus in 2011, Music for Autism makes its 2012 debut with an exciting 

show  at the Culver City Campus on Sunday, March 18th with WindSync, a 

young, fresh and energetic ensemble who is thrilling audiences with their 

unique approach to classical music. Music for Autism raises public 

awareness and enriches lives through autism-friendly, interactive concerts 

performed by professional musicians in an environment where individual 

differences are celebrated.

The culminating production of the second season of The Miracle Project, 

an acclaimed theater arts program for children with autism, will play on 

Sunday, March 25th  at the Autism Center Theater. The afternoon will 

feature two plays created by the participants over the course of the  

22-week workshop: “Outta the Woods” and “Keep on Dreamin.’” The 

Miracle Project provides an environment where kids can explore their 

creative side in an accepting 

and nurturing environment 

where they shine like stars. 

On Sunday, May 20th, the 

Geffen Theater and The Help 

Group present Story Pirates 

at the Autism Center Theater. 

This nationally acclaimed 

performing arts and creative 

writing organization returns 

for its second year. These 

pirates won’t make you walk 

the plank but they will take stories entirely written from the imaginations 

of our Village Glen students and bring them to life with the help of 

professional comedians, actors and musicians. They will also create 

fantastic stories during the performance with help from the audience. The  

energetic and interactive shows are tons of fun for the whole family!

Please visit www.thehelpgroup.org or 

call 818.779.5212 for further details 

about all of these performances.

T he Help Group and Bear Givers, a New 

York-based nonprofit organization, are 

proud to present the third annual Through 

Our Eyes: A Celebration of Young Artists. 

Artwork by students of The Help Group’s Village 

Glen and Bridgeport Schools will be exhibited 

from Tuesday, March 20th through Sunday, 

March 25th at the James Gray Gallery in Santa 

Monica.  A special reception to honor the young 

artists will be held at the gallery on Saturday, 

March 24th from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

“The arts program at The Help Group has a 

tremendous impact on the lives of our students,” 

said Dr. Barbara Firestone. “As children create 

art, they develop a sense of mastery that builds 

self-esteem and confidence. The arts are a 

vehicle for children to articulate their creative 

vision and share it with friends, loved ones and 

the community. We thank Bear Givers for their 

support and James and Heidi Gray for providing 

us a gallery space to showcase our students’ 

amazing work.”

More than 100 pieces of original art will be on 

display and available for sale, with all proceeds 

benefiting The Help Group’s Village Glen and 

Bridgeport Schools’ arts programs. “The Through 

Our Eyes exhibit gives children the opportunity 

to experience the joy of creating art and sharing 

it with the world,” added Joseph Sprung, 

Chairman of Bear Givers. 

“The James Gray Gallery is proud to nurture a 

love of the arts among children. We consider it a 

privilege to provide a venue to honor the talents 

of children with special needs,” said Heidi Gray, 

Gallery Director.

Through Our Eyes is free and open to the public. 

The James Gray Gallery is located at the 

Bergamot Station Art Center, 2525 Michigan Ave, 

Building D4, Santa Monica, CA 90404.  For more 

information, contact events@thehelpgroup.org 

or call 818.779.5212.

Special Reception
SATURDAY, MARCH 24TH

6pm - 9pm

Exhibition & Reception
Sponsored by Bear Givers
in association with James Gray Gallery

Exhibit runs March 19th - 23rd
James Gray Gallery 
Bergamot Station Art Center
2525 Michigan Ave, Building D4 ~ Santa Monica, CA 90404
310.315.9502  ~ www.jamesgraygallery.com

  
    

Through Our Eyes
A Celebration of Young ARTISTS

In Recognition of National Autism Awareness Month

The Help Group
is pleased to invite you to

Featur ing Artwork
by the Students of 
The Help Group’s 
V i l l a g e  G l e n  &
Bridgeport Schools

Bear Givers Invite FINAL_Layout 1  2/28/12  1:27 PM  Page 1

PRESENTS
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1.

ANNUAL SUMMIT FEATURES LEADING EXPERTS IN  
AUTISM, LEARNING DISABILITIES AND ADHD

13

T he Help Group’s Summit 2012: Advances and Best Practices in 

Autism, Learning Disabilities and ADHD will return to the Skirball 

Cultural Center on October 26-27. With a longstanding track 

record of excellence, The Help Group’s annual Summit convenes 

internationally recognized experts in the field who present cutting edge 

research and best practices.

The Summit is attended by hundreds of professionals, parents, 

undergraduate and graduate students each year.  This year’s program will 

feature presentations that help inform our theoretical foundations, clinical 

and educational practices and public policy initiatives. 

CONFIRMED PRESENTERS TO DATE

DAVID G. AMARAL, PhD · RICARDO DOLMETSCH, PhD

ERIC FOMBONNE, MD · PETER GERHARDT, EdD

DANIEL GESCHWIND, MD, PhD · DIANE HAAGER, PhD

STEPHEN HINSHAW, PhD · TED HUTMAN, PhD

ELIZABETH LAUGESON, PsyD · RICK LAVOIE, MA, MEd

PAT LEVITT, MD · BHAVIK SHAW, MD

ROBERT SUDDATH, MD · JUDY VAN DE WATER, PhD

LOUIS A. VISMARA, MD

Up to 12 continuing education credits are available for psychologists, 

speech pathologists, social workers and MFCC/MFT and occupational 

therapists. Online registration will be available in May 2012  

at www.thehelpgroup.org.

Advances and Best Practices in
AUTISM █      LEARNING DISABILITIES █      ADHD

October 26 & 27
Skirball Cultural Center

The Help Group

SUMMIT 2012
A LOOK BACK: 
SUMMIT 2011

More than 600 attendees gathered 
on October 21-22 for Summit 
2011. The event, generously 
sponsored by First 5 California, 
was co-chaired by Dr. Barbara 
Firestone, Dr. Peter C. Whybrow, 
Director, UCLA-Semel Institute 
for Neuroscience and Human 
Behavior and Dr. Robert M. 

Bilder, Chief of Medical Psychology-Neuropsychology, UCLA-Semel Institute.

During the Summit luncheon, The Help Group was pleased to present 
its 2011 Professional Achievement Award to Dr. Albert “Skip” Rizzo  
for his groundbreaking work in virtual reality technology and its  
clinical applications.

 S U M M I T  P R E S E N T E R S

1. David Amaral, PhD  2. "Skip" Rizzo, PhD  3. Ricki Robinson, MD, MPH; 
Dr. Catherine Lord; Emily Rubin, MS, CCC-SLP  4. Daniel  Oppenden, PhD 
5. Philip Levin, PhD  6. Louis A. Vismara, MD  7. Derek Ott, MD 
8. Connie Kasari, PhD; Jan Blacher, PhD; Bruce Baker, PhD; 
Jeffrey Wood, PhD; Elizabeth Laugeson, PsyD  9. S. Christopher 
Nuñez, PhD  10. Susanna Chang, PhD  11. Cynthia Schumann, PhD   
12. Sue Sears, PhD   13. Joel Arquillos  14. Shafali Spurling Jeste, MD 
15. Delany Thrasher, PhD, ABPP

2.
3.

Friday, October 21st & Saturday, October 22nd
Skirball Cultural Center, Los Angeles

S u m m I T  C h A I R S

Barbara Firestone, Phd
Peter C. Whybrow, md n Robert m. Bilder, Phd

mAJOR SPONSOR

w w w. t h e h e l p g r o u p . o r g

Joel Arquillos   

Bruce Baker, Phd

Jan Blacher, Phd

Susanna Chang, Phd   

david Coffey, md       

Shafali Spurling Jeste, md

Connie kasari, Phd

Elizabeth Laugeson, Psyd

Philip Levin, Phd   

S. Christopher Nuñez, Phd      

derek Ott, md   

Ricki Robinson, md, mPh

SUMMIT 2011

Emily Rubin, mS, CCC-SLP

Cynthia m. Schumann, Phd

Sue Sears, Phd

delany Thrasher, Phd, ABPP

Louis Vismara, md     

Jeffrey Wood, Phd

P R E S E N T E R S

F E A T u R E d   S P E A k E R S

david g. Amaral, Phd Catherine Lord, Phd Albert “Skip” Rizzo, Phd        

IN MEMORIAM ~ DR. DAVID COFFEY 
April 8, 1959 - January 17, 2012

Sadly, Dr. David Coffey passed away in 
January. We shall always remember his 
commitment to children with special needs 
and his contributions to our field.

(left) Dr. David Coffey presenting at Summit 2011

Dr. Peter C. Whybrow, Dr. Barbara 
Firestone, Dr. Robert Bilder  
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877.943.5747  |   www.thehelpgroup.org

CULVER CITY  |   SHERMAN OAKS EAST  |   SHERMAN OAKS WEST 
VALLEY GLEN  |   VAN NUYS NORTH  |   VAN NUYS SOUTH

Village Glen 
School

Sunrise 
School

Bridgeport 
School

Bridgeport Vocational 
Education Center

Young Learners 
School

Coldwater Canyon 
Prep

Summit View 
School

North Hills 
Prep

ASSESSMENT

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS

TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMS

LIFE SKILLS COACHING

SOCIAL SKILLS TRAINING

PARENT EDUCATION

AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT

SUMMER & WINTER CAMPS

Founded in 1975, The Help Group is the largest, most innovative and 
comprehensive nonprofit of its kind in the United States serving children 
with special needs related to autism spectrum disorders, learning 
disabilities, ADHD, developmental delays, abuse and emotional 
problems.

The Help Group's seven specialized day schools offer pre-K through 
high school programs for nearly 1,400 students. The Help Group's broad 
range of mental health and therapy services, child abuse and residential 
programs extends its reach to more than 6,000 children and their families 
each year. With 900 staff members, The Help Group's state-of-the-art 
schools and programs are located on six major campuses in the Los 
Angeles area.
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ABOUT THE HELP GROUP

The Help Group is dedicated to the education, treatment and  
outreach of children with autism and other special needs:

SPECIALIZED DAY SCHOOLS

Village Glen School for students with social and communicative disorders, including Asperger’s Disorder 
and high-functioning autism. The PACE Program is available for gifted students. The Beacon Program 
educates students with behavioral challenges.

Young Learners Preschool for Autism for children with autism spectrum disorders.

Bridgeport School for students with social, communicative and mild cognitive delays. The Bridgeport 
Vocational Education Center provides young adults with independent living skills training and vocational 
opportunities.

Sunrise School for students with autism and related developmental disabilities.

Summit View School for students with learning differences.

Coldwater Canyon Prep for students with learning differences, attentional and emotional issues.

North Hills Prep for students with social and emotional challenges. 

CLINICAL PROGRAMS

The Mental Health Services Program provides psychiatry, individual, family and group therapy, case 
management, day treatment services for at-risk preschoolers and after-school enrichment for at-risk 
children as well as vocational services.

The Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders features multidisciplinary assessment, 
consultation, intervention, family support, after-school programs and camps for children with autism and 
Asperger’s Disorder. This program offers seminars for parents and professionals and promotes public 
awareness of autism spectrum disorders.

Stepping Stones Preschool Program for children with behavioral and emotional difficulties offers a 
therapeutic day treatment program for preschoolers who are challenged by special needs.

The Speech and Language Disorders Program and Occupational Therapy Program provide 
comprehensive assessment and intervention services on current research and best practices in individual, 
small group and classroom settings.

The Help Group - UCLA Neuropsychology Program is an innovative partnership of The Help Group 
and UCLA’s Neuropsychiatric Institute. This program provides neuropsychological assessments and 
consultations for children, adolescents and young adults and enriches the field of knowledge through its 
research and educational endeavors.

The Help Group - UCLA Autism Research Alliance is an innovative partnership between The Help Group 
and UCLA’s Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior. It is dedicated to enhancing and 
expanding clinical research into autism spectrum disorders education and treatment and to contributing 
to the development, greater understanding and use of best practice models by educators and clinicians.

The Child Abuse Prevention and Intervention Programs include child and family counseling, family 
preservation, teen parenting counseling, parent education and family reunification counseling.

The Wraparound Program is a strengths-based, family-focused program used by communities to support 
children and families with complex needs. 

Village Glen Commons is a therapeutic boarding school for adolescents on the autism spectrum with 
challenges in the areas of socialization, communication and peer relations.

Project Six creates therapeutic living opportunities in nurturing, home-like settings. With a full continuum 
of integrated services, these programs promote personal and interpersonal development, vocational and 
independent living skills for adolescents and young adults.

Advance LA provides comprehensive and individually designed support services to help post high-school 
young adults with autism spectrum disorders reach their full potential in college and/or employment 
settings.

club l.a. and club l.a. TEEN provide a supported social network for young adults and teens who are in the 
autism spectrum or need assistance in developing and maintaining friendships.

Silverlining Resale Boutique & Vocational Training Center is the first resale store of its kind providing 
vocational training and competitive employment opportunities to young adults with autism and other 
special needs.

Kids Like Me After School Enrichment, Social Skills Groups and Day Camp Programs

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Graduate & Post-Graduate Training Programs 

Distinguished Lecturer Series

The Help Group Summit - Advances and Best Practices in Autism, Learning Disabilities & ADHD
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For	more	information	on	these	and	other	events,	please	
call	818.779.5212	or	visit	www.thehelpgroup.org

Distinguished Lecturer Series featuring 
Elizabeth Laugeson, PsyD
March 15 and April 26

Summit View College Fair
March 17

Music For Autism Concert
March 18

Through Our Eyes Art Exhibit
Sponsored by Bear Givers  
March 24

The Miracle Project Performance
March 25

The 5th Annual Teddy Bear Tea
April 17

Child Abuse Prevention & Intervention Seminar
April 27

The 3rd Annual  
Special Needs Resource Fair
May 6

Advance LA prep. launch. elevate.  
Conference for Parents & Professionals
May 11

Geffen Playhouse Presents Story Pirates
May 20

The 21st Annual  
Keyes for Kids Teddy Bear Golf Classic
September 24

The Help Group SUMMIT 2012
Advances and Best Practices in 
AUTISM  ·  LEARNING DISABILITIES  ·  ADHD
October 26 & October 27

Founded in 1975, The Help Group is the largest, most innovative and 
comprehensive nonprofit of its kind in the United States serving children with 
special needs related to autism spectrum disorders, learning disabilities, 
ADHD, developmental delays, abuse and emotional problems.

The Help Group's seven specialized day schools offer pre-K through high 
school programs for more than 1,400 students. The Help Group's broad range 
of mental health and therapy services, child abuse and residential programs 
extends its reach to more than 6,000 children and their families each year. With 
900 staff members, The Help Group's state-of-the-art schools and programs 
are located on six campuses in the Los Angeles area.

The Help Group is widely regarded for its high standards of excellence, unique 
scope and breadth of services. Through its public awareness, professional 
training and parent education programs and efforts at the state and national 
levels, The Help Group touches the lives of children with special needs across 
the country and in other parts of the world.

At the heart of its effort is the commitment to helping young people fulfill their 
potential to lead positive, productive and rewarding lives.

Village Glen School · Bridgeport School  

Bridgeport Vocational Education Center · Sunrise School  

Young Learners Preschool for Autism · Village Glen Commons Boarding Option 

The Help Group - UCLA Autism Research Alliance  

The Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders  

The Help Group National Autism Foundation · Kids Like Me Day Camps  

Camp Discovery · Advance LA · club l.a./club l.a. TEEN  

Silverlining Resale Boutique & Vocational Training Center 

Kids Like Me After-School Enrichment & Social Skills Groups

Summit View School · Coldwater Canyon Prep  

The Help Group - UCLA Neuropsychology Program  

North Hills Prep · The Help Group Child & Family Center · Project Six

CULVER CITY  ·  SHERMAN OAKS EAST  ·  SHERMAN OAKS WEST  
VALLEY GLEN  ·  VAN NUYS NORTH  ·  VAN NUYS SOUTH

PHONE:  877.943.5747  ·  FAX:  818.779.5295

UPCOMING

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

www.thehelpgroup.org


