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Study Objective

® To determine if a joint attention intervention for young
children with autism jump starts language development in
children who are nonverbal

WHY are we focused on Nonverbal Children
with Autism?

® Underserved and under-represented

® Most studies exclude children with developmental ages
below 12 months

® Not clear extent to which ‘not yet verbal’ children with
ASD are preverbal or nonverbal

® May be distinct difference in children who begin with IQ
below 50 and language age below 12 months




Early Intervention ‘Comprehensive’ Studies:
Preverbal or Nonverbal?

Different methods, dose, outcome measures
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Intervention Content and Approach

* Intervention Content:
* Focus on core aspects of the
disorder—joint attention, play
skills, engagement, affect

* Intervention Approach:

Developmental approach to
choosing the goal

Developmental approach to
teaching the target skills

Help Group Study

® Wait list control design

o All children in program receiving about 25-30 hours of
intervention per week

® Assessments; wait 3 months, re-assess
® Randomize to treatment or no treatment

® 16 Children so far
® Children between 3and 5 years of age
® Have fewer than 5 functional words

® Treatment

® 2 times per week, therapist mediated intervention for 3
months
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Summary

A focus on core deficits positively affects outcomes of children with
ASD

® Making change in children who are not making very fast progress

What we teach and how we teach matters.......

Need to be concerned with developmental abilities of children and
focus our interventions at their level




