
H e l p L i n e

O n March 9th The 

Help Group was 

proud to launch 

silverlining, a resale boutique 

offering new, vintage and 

gently used fashionable and 

designer clothing, shoes and 

accessories for men, women 

and children.  

Most importantly, silverlining serves as an innovative vocational training 

center for students with special needs. This invaluable work experience is 

designed to enable students to increase their level of independence and 

self-confidence and to help them develop the life skills tools they need to 

secure employment. Students are able to explore and experience all facets 
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I t was a dream come true when The Help Group, Mayor Antonio R. 

Villaraigosa, Supervisor Zev Yaroslavksy, a host of dignitaries and 

special guests proudly gathered on January 24th for a ribbon cutting 

celebration to mark the official opening of the new Help Group Autism 

Center.

This state of the art campus, located in Sherman Oaks, is dedicated to 

education, therapy, arts, research, parent and professional training and 

outreach. The major components include the Intervention & Day School 

Center, the Research Training & Conference Center and the Theater & 

Arts Complex. It is the new home of The Help Group - UCLA Autism 
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A MESSAGE TO 
OUR FRIENDS
Dear Friends,

It’s always a pleasure to have this opportunity to bring you news 
about The Help Group. Here are a few highlights of this edition, 
which is brimming with articles about our programs and special 
events!

Headlining the news is the opening of our Autism Center at 
the new Sherman Oaks West Campus. At first a dream, now a 
reality, the Autism Center is in full swing with all of the wonderful 
programs that it houses that enable us to intensify our efforts for 
young people with autism and their families.

The Help Group’s silverlining, the new resale boutique and 
student vocational center located on the Culver City campus, 
opened in March and is already a great success. Our Teddy Bear 
events light up the pages with the Gala, Tea and the upcoming 
Keyes for Kids Golf Classic.

At the Autism Center, we have kicked off our new performing 
arts initiatives for the children and families of The Help Group 
and of the community. Please take a few moments to read about 
our terrific new partners.

June is a time when we have the privilege to see our students 
graduate with great dignity and a sense of accomplishment. We 
know that you will share our pride when you see their photos and 
hear their sentiments.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to you for your commitment 
to the children and for your friendship!

Gary H. Carmona  ~  Dr. Barbara Firestone
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W e’re pleased to 

announce our 

20th Annual 

Keyes for Kids Teddy Bear Golf 

Classic and Lockton Insurance Brokers 

Awards Dinner honoring Michael Rosenfeld. 

Please mark your calendars for Monday, 

September 26th at Valencia Country Club.  

The Golf Classic boasts a great team of chairs 

and committee members. Co-chairs are 

Howard Tenenbaum, Vice President of Keyes 

Automotive Group & Help Group Board 

Exec. Vice Chair; Judd Swarzman, Judd Swarzman & Associates and Help 

Group Board member;  Jonathan Klein, Managing Director of Fortress 

Investment Group; Jesse Sharf, partner & co-chair of Gibson, Dunn & 

Crutcher's Century City Real Estate Department and 2009 Golf Classic 

honoree.

Golf Classic Committee members include Brian Baumgartner, Help Group 

parent & actor; Barry Bostwick, Help Group parent & actor; Gary H. 

Carmona, Help Group Board Chair; Gary Cole, Help Group parent, 

Celebrity Spokesperson & actor; Jonathan Firestone, Managing Director, 

Eastdil Secured; Joe Mantegna, autism advocate & actor; Tim Noonan, 

President & CEO, Lockton Insurance Brokers; and Ken Solomon, President, 

Tennis Channel & Help Group Board member.

The Help Fore Children Humanitarian 

Award will be presented to Michael 

Rosenfeld in recognition of his 

humanitarian spirit and for the 

hand of friendship that he has 

extended to the children of The 

Help Group. Michael is the 

founder & CEO of Woodridge 

Capital Partners, a preeminent 

Los Angeles-based real estate 

development and investment 

company. Active in real estate for over 20 years, he is an acknowledged 

leader in the industry.  

Everyone involved is looking forward to this year’s event with great 

anticipation. Golf Classic Co-chair Howard Tenenbaum remarked, “Keyes 

Automotive Group is proud to continue in its tradition of sponsoring this 

annual golf classic in support of The Help Group kids. Who knows…maybe 

on this 20th year, someone will finally hit a hole-in-one and win a fabulous 

new car from Keyes.”

Following a great day on the greens of Valencia Country Club’s magnificent 

championship golf course, players will enjoy a cocktail reception and silent 

auction, followed by the Lockton Insurance Brokers Awards Dinner. Peter 

Tilden, host of The Peter Tilden Morning Show and co-host of the Medical 

Show with Dr. David Kipper on KABC 790 TalkRadio, returns again this 

year to emcee the dinner and live auction with his quick wit and engaging 

humor.

Please join us for a great day of golf, fun and philanthropy!

For more information, please contact The Help Group at 818.779.5212 

or visit www.thehelpgroup.org.

Honoring

MICHAEL ROSENFELD

September 26, 2010

Valencia Country Club

THE HELP GROUP’S

20th Annual

KEYES FOR KIDS

Teddy Bear Golf Classic

and

LOCKTON INSURANCE BROKERS

Awards Dinner

ANNUAL KEYES FOR KIDS TEDDY BEAR GOLF CLASSIC TO 
CELEBRATE 20TH YEAR & HONOR MICHAEL ROSENFELD

2011 GOLF CLASSIC CHAIRS

Jesse SharfJon Klein Judd Swarzman Howard Tenenbaum

Honoree Michael Rosenfeld and Help Group Students
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T he International Ballroom 

of the Beverly Hilton was 

filled with the joyful spirit 

of the season as hundreds of 

friends and supporters gathered 

for The Help Group’s 14th 

Annual Teddy Bear Ball on 

December 6th.  The Help Group 

presented its Help Humanitarian 

Award to Doug Herzog, 

President of MTV Networks, 

in recognition of his extensive 

humanitarian achievements, 

which include Comedy 

Central’s Night of Too Many 

Stars: An Overbooked 

Concert for Autism Education.  

The Help Group also 

presented its Champion for 

Children Award to Jason 

Katims, executive producer 

and head writer of the TV show 

Parenthood, and parent 

advocate Kathleen Katims in 

recognition of their heartfelt 

commitment to raising the 

nation’s understanding and 

awareness of autism spectrum 

disorders.

Peter Berg, Brian Grazer, Ron Howard, Judy McGrath 

and Ken Solomon served as Gala Chairs. Major 

sponsors included MTV Networks, The Coffee Bean 

& Tea Leaf®, Keyes Automotive Group and The 

Zenith.

The evening opened with a captivating holiday 

medley performed by The Help Group’s Children’s 

Choir and Louis Price, former lead singer of the Temptations. Wendie 

Malick, star of TV Land’s Hot in Cleveland, welcomed the more than 600 

guests, saying, “It’s easy to see why so many of us have joined together to 

honor Doug, Jason & Kathleen and to support The Help Group. Just 

seeing the faces of these wonderful kids and hearing them sing inspires 

the humanitarian spirit in all of us.”

Gary H. Carmona and Dr. Barbara Firestone expressed their great 

appreciation to the honorees and to all who helped make the evening such 

a tremendous success. Dr. Firestone remarked, “It seems so fitting that our 

Teddy Bear Ball takes place in December each year — with the holiday 

lights and music and warm sentiments — as they say, that ‘most wonderful 

time of the year.’ Because they care, our honorees Doug, Jason and Kathy 

are amazing change makers for quite literally countless children and their 

families.” Dr. Firestone announced the recent opening of The Help Group’s 

fifth campus, a state-of-the-art Autism Center, and spoke of the spirit of 

philanthropy that helped to make this campus a reality. She also introduced 

THE 14TH ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR BALL HONORS    DOUG HERZOG AND JASON & KATHLEEN KATIMS
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1. Dr. Barbara Firestone, Jason Katims, Kathleen Katims, Gary H. Carmona, Doug Herzog  2. Noreen & Doug Herzog  3. Kathleen & Jason 
Katims  4. Robert Smigel, Doug Herzog  5. Wendie Malick  6. Monica Potter, Peter Krause  7. Joy Bryant, Gary Cole  8. Dick Costello, Maurissa, 
Dr. Susan Berman  9. Ziggy Marley  10. Margaret Loesch, Ken Solomon  11. Steve Davis  12. Howard & Jodi Tenenbaum  13. Rochelle Carmona, 
Susan Berk, Mike Berk  14. Barry Nagoshiner  15. Judd Swarzman  16. Minka Kelly  17. Kathleen Katims, Member of The Help Group Children’s Choir  
18. Drs. Barbara & David Firestone  19. Lorraine & Ray Friedman  20. Jamie & Chris McGurk  21. Ilene Graf, Ben Lanzerone  22. Dr. Ricki Robinson  23. 
Dr. Susan Berman , Zev Zysman, Olga Zysman  24. Andrea Fiuczynski  25. Louis Price and The Help Group’s Children’s Choir  26. Help Group Students
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Steve Davis, President, Hasbro Studios, and thanked Hasbro, Inc. for its 

generous gift of a Boundless Playground for the new campus and for its 

sponsorship of The Help Group’s Annual Holiday Carnival, which brings joy 

to more than 800 children in need.

Joy Bryant, Parenthood star, and Gary Cole, Help Group Celebrity 

Spokesperson and parent of a child with an autism spectrum disorder, 

saluted The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf® and its President & CEO, Mel Elias, 

for nine years of supporting The Help Group through its annual “Deck the 

Walls” holiday in-store giving program (see related story on pg 9) and 

through its hosting of The Help Group’s Autism Awareness Month 

campaign.  “It takes a village to raise a child, especially a child with special 

needs,” Mr. Cole said. “It’s great that there are members of the corporate 

community who make children a very high priority. The Coffee Bean & Tea 

Leaf® is a standout among them.”

Andrea Fiuczynski, President 

of Christie’s, led a spirited 

live auction. Dr. Susan 

Berman, Help Group COO, 

and Dick Costello, Help 

Group Circle of Friends 

Board member, introduced 

The Help Group’s Dr. Adam 

Opportunity Fund.  Maurissa, 

a Help Group graduate and  

recipient of the Dr. Adam 

Opportunity Fund, spoke 

openly and movingly about 

her journey, Dr. Adam 

Grudberg and what the 

Opportunity Fund has meant 

to her. Maurissa completed 

her Bachelor’s Degree in 

Psychology and was recently 

accepted into Harvard’s 

School of Education to pursue 

her Master’s in Human 

Development (see related 

story on pg 9). 

Grammy-winning singer/

songwriter Ziggy Marley 

delighted the crowd with an 

acoustic version of “Love Is My Religion” 

and later performed the reggae classic 

“Three Little Birds” with The Help Group 

Children’s Choir as a special tribute to the honorees. 

Margaret Loesch, President & CEO of The Hub television 

network and Help Group Circle of Friends Board member, 

and Ken Solomon, President, The Tennis Channel, Help 

Group Board member and Circle of Friends Board member, 

introduced a retrospective of past honorees and graciously 

welcomed the newest honorees to the group. Both 

Margaret and Ken are past Help Humanitarian Award 

recipients. 

Producer, comedian and award-winning writer Robert 

Smigel introduced Help Humanitarian Award honoree Doug Herzog. 

Robert and his wife Michelle’s struggles to find educational support for 

their son Daniel, who has autism, gave rise to the creation of Comedy 

Central’s Night of Too Many Stars: An Overbooked Concert for Autism 

Education. Doug has been at the forefront of this major humanitarian 

effort, which has raised nearly $10 million to date. The Help Group was 

honored to be among the recipient organizations of this year’s event (see 

related story on pg 15).

In accepting the Help Humanitarian Award, Doug remarked, “With as 

much as we’ve learned about autism in the past quarter century, it’s still 

something that’s mystifying and misunderstood by people. This is why I 

see the tremendous value in The Help Group. They take autism and put it 

THE 14TH ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR BALL HONORS    DOUG HERZOG AND JASON & KATHLEEN KATIMS
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SILVERLINING RESALE BOUTIQUE GIVES    STUDENTS REAL-LIFE WORK EXPERIENCE
of the retail industry, including  sales, washing 

& sorting, greeting customers, dressing 

mannequins, designing re-makes and learning 

how to use the cash register.  Silverlining helps 

pay the students’ wages through funding from 

the California Department of Education and all 

proceeds benefit programs of The Help Group.

“This is one of the many new initiatives 

being launched at The Help Group that 

seeks to broaden the range of 

opportunities for young people with 

special needs. This venture has the 

added beauty of benefiting the 

students, those who donate to the 

store and our community — a silver 

lining for all,” said Dr. Susan Berman 

Chief Operating Officer.

For Help Group student, Wyatt, the 

experience of working at silverlining 

is thrilling: “It’s fun working here 

because I love clothes and I love The 

Help Group and I love the awareness 

of the ability within the disability. It makes 

me feel amazing, happy, excited and 

motivated!”

Silverlining celebrated its grand opening 

with a private reception on March 8th for 

students, parents and friends of The Help 

Group, including representatives from 

2nd District County Supervisor Mark 

Ridley-Thomas and State Senator Fran 

Pavley. It was a tremendous evening of fashion, food and fun as many 

guests enhanced their wardrobes and filled their hearts.  

In addition to an outpouring of private donations, silverlining received 

generous donations of clothing from American Rag, Ed Hardy Shoes, 

Pumpkinheads, Charlotte Tarantola and Disney/ABC Television Group, 

who donated clothes from the hit television show Greek as well as 

numerous costumes worn by Miley Cyrus during her on-stage performances. 

Silverlining has also been blessed with volunteers such as interior designer 
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1. silverlining Storefront  2. Dr. Susan Berman, Debby Webb  3. Help 
Group Student Worker  4. A Happy Shopper  5. Dr. Susan Berman, 
Stephanie Molen, Debby Webb, Help Group Student Workers  6. Sue 
Laviolette  7. Help Group Student Worker  8. Help Group Student 
Workers  9. Help Group Student Workers, Erin Stennis  10. Inside 
silverlining  11. Dr. Barbara Firestone, Gary H. Carmona, Dr. Susan 
Berman, Mike Berk, Susan Berk  12. Help Group Student Worker 
13. Help Group Student Worker Interviewed by KABC News 
14. Another Satisfied Shopper  15. Help Group Student Worker 
16. Shopper of the Future
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SILVERLINING RESALE BOUTIQUE GIVES    STUDENTS REAL-LIFE WORK EXPERIENCE
and Summit View parent, Sue Laviolette, 

who has graciously donated her services to 

design the store windows. American Rag 

CIE President Susan Starr summed up the 

feelings of many by saying, “We love being 

a part of something that teaches kids how to 

be self-sufficient through designing and 

doing something creative,” she said. “We’re 

just thrilled.” 

Since its exciting grand opening, 

silverlining has hosted  “Girls’ Night 

Out,” a fun-filled shopping night 

offering customers a chance to browse 

the latest arrivals of brand new couture 

clothing, shoes and accessories. With 

lots of great food, prizes and special 

discounts,  “Girls’ Night Out” has 

been a big hit! 

In a relatively short period of time, 

silverlining has become a destination 

shopping site. With features in the 

Los Angeles Business Journal and on 

Suzanne O’Connor’s BargainsLA 

website, silverlining has been 

recognized by some of Los Angeles’ 

most savvy bargain hunters. “The quality 

of product here is terrific, with much of 

it in mint to near mint condition and 

labels running from couture to trendy. 

There’s something for everyone here 

in any budget range from $5 on up, 

and the deals are eye popping!” said 

O’Connor. “You’re gonna love this 

great new addition to the Westside 

bargain shopping scene.” 

Thanks so much to everyone who 

has helped make silverlining such 

a tremendous success. Great 

shopping, great prices, great 

cause!
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Silverlining is located at 12095 Washington Blvd. in Culver City, adjacent to The Help Group’s Village Glen School. 

For more information or to donate, please call 310.751.1483 or email silverlining@thehelpgroup.org. 

Monday Closed     Tuesday 11 - 6     Wednesday 11 - 6     Thursday 12 - 7     Friday 11 - 6     Saturday 11 - 6     Sunday 12 - 5

si lverl iningresale.org

WHEN
THURSDAY, APRIL 28

4:00 - 8:00 pm

WHERE

silverlining

12095 Washington Blvd

Los Angeles, CA 90066

310.751.1483

WHAT

silverlining, a designer resale

boutique & innovative training

center for students with autism,

learning differences & other

challenges.

complimentary 

admission

Great Shopping,

Great Prices,

Great Cause.

...and a special surpise jus
t for you!

Don't miss out on our amazing

selection of beautiful new, vintage

and gently used designer spring

clothing and accessories and a

15% discount on every purchase

you make at the event.  Come

join us for fashion, food and fun

and a chance to win a silverlining

gift certificate and other prizes.

Night Out!girls
shopping event

The Help Group is a family of nonprofit agencies dedicated to serving children with special needs.

Special thanks to the following companies for being the first to fill our racks and shelves: 

 American Rag Cie   l   Disney/ABC Television Group   l   Ed Hardy Shoes  |   Pumpkinheads 
Charlotte Tarantola   l   Laviolette Design
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4TH ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR TEA ~ AN AFFAIR OF THE HEART

S pring was in the air on March 15th at The 

Help Group’s 4th Annual Teddy Bear Tea 

~ An Affair of the Heart at the Four 

Seasons Hotel Los Angeles at Beverly Hills. This 

event was hosted by four remarkable women, 

host Jodi Tenebaum and co-hosts Julia 

Baumgartner, Teddi Cole & Therese Gamba. 

They share a commitment to children with 

special needs and a great spirit of philanthropy.

Dr. Barbara Firestone welcomed the guests 

warmly, saying, “It’s so wonderful that we have 

the opportunity to come together in support of 

the children. We all know that it takes a village 

to raise a child – particularly a child with special 

needs. The Help Group is so grateful that you 

are a part of our village.” 

Jodi Tenebaum, whose husband Howard 

serves as Help Group Board Exec. Vice Chair 

and Circle of Friends Board member, shared 

greetings with the audience, “My husband 

Howard and I have always had a special place 

in our hearts for the children of The Help 

Group. When you visit any of The Help Group 

campuses you feel such a sense of optimism 

and promise that you can’t help but smile...it is 

so wonderful to look out and see so many friends 

who share our commitment to the kids.”

Julia Baumgartner talked about what The Help 

Group has meant to her daughter, Lily, and to her 

family, “My husband Brian and I know firsthand 

about the important work of The Help Group since 

our daughter Lily has attended Summit View 

School for the past seven years…we know that her future will be 

bright and we are so grateful to The Help Group for helping Lily 

achieve so many milestones as she moves towards young 

adulthood.”

Therese Gamba introduced The Help Group’s Dr. Adam 

Opportunity Fund, saying, “This fund provides scholarships and 

support for young people with special needs served by The 

Help Group. Some of these children have been victims of abuse 

and neglect, some come from the foster care system and others 

from economically disadvantaged circumstances.” Tea guests 

enthusiastically contributed to the Fund that afternoon.

1. Dr. Barbara Firestone, Jodi Tenenbaum, Dr. Susan Smalley  2. Julia Baumgartner  3. Therese Gamba  4. Barbara Yaroslavsky  5. Gail Koretz  6. Susan 
Kennedy  7. Bonnie Star  8. Lorraine Friedman, Dr. Susan Berman  9. Heidi & James Gray  10. Jodi Tenenbaum and Guests  11. Carole Chemla, Sue 
Laviolette, Jamara Ghalayini  12. Harold & Vanessa McCloud  13. Celeste M. Alleyne  14. Christina Thau, Melissa Klein, Sarah Milken, Lisa Humiston, 
Brenda Battisa, Kate Phillips-Wiezyk  15. Dr. Barbara Firestone, Samantha Firestone  16. The Help Group Children’s Choir

continued on page 18
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We are delighted to share with 

you that Maurissa, a graduate of 

The Help Group’s Pacific School 

and Project Six residential 

program, was accepted into 

Harvard’s School of Education to 

pursue her Master’s degree in 

Human Development. 

Maurissa confronted many 

challenges in her young life. 

When Maurissa was 12 years old, 

she was placed at The Help 

Group due to turmoil within her 

family. She was a victim of abuse 

and struggled with depression and low self-esteem. With the support 

and guidance of Help Group staff and counselors like Dr. Adam 

Grudberg, Maurissa blossomed over the next six years. “Dr. Adam saw 

something good in me and helped me to believe in myself,” Maurissa 

told guests at this year’s Teddy Bear Ball. “When I left The Help Group 

at age 18, I knew that I wanted to go to college so I could be like Dr. 

Adam and help children overcome enormous challenges and learn the 

power of resiliency.”

Sadly, in 2005 Dr. Grudberg passed away and at that time his family 

created the Dr. Adam Opportunity Fund in his memory. Through the 

assistance of the Dr. Adam Opportunity Fund, which to date has 

helped more than 850 Help Group young people and families through 

mentoring, college counseling, scholarships, vocational training and 

other basic support, Maurissa received her Bachelor’s Degree in 

Psychology at Cal State Channel Islands. 

Maurissa became emotional when she reflected on her journey, “Dr. 

Adam always told me, ‘if I can help at least one child, I have done my 

job.’ I am so grateful that Dr. Adam chose me to be one of those 

children and that the Dr. Adam Opportunity Fund has enabled me to 

continue on my path toward realizing my 

dreams.” 

Her acceptance into Harvard’s 

School of Education was the 

realization of a lifelong dream. 

We are so proud of Maurissa’s 

accomplishments, and we 

know that her future will be 

very bright. She is an inspiration 

to us all!

HELP GROUP GRADUATE HEADS TO HARVARD

F or the 9th year, The Coffee Bean & Tea 

Leaf® kicked off the holiday season 

with its “Deck the Walls” program in 

support of The Help Group’s efforts on behalf 

of children with autism and other special 

needs. This fantastic holiday program ran 

from November 26th through December 31st 

in 200 stores throughout California and the 

Western United States.

Customers got into the holiday spirit by purchasing $1 “Deck the Walls” 

holiday star stickers at the register. They had the opportunity to personalize 

and place them on the walls of the store. One hundred percent of the 

proceeds were donated to The Help Group.  

Mel Elias, The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf® President and Chief Executive 

Officer, was pleased to once again host this holiday program for the 

children. “Giving back to the community is so important to everyone at 

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf. We are so proud to be able to support The Help 

Group in its efforts to help children with special needs.”

Thanks to the fantastic Coffee Bean team and to everyone who decked 

the walls in support of the children!

THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF’S “DECK THE WALLS” WAS A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

Dr. Firestone and Coffee Bean & 
Tea Leaf baristas

Maurissa at the 2010 Teddy Bear Ball
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In January, The Help Group became the Los Angeles partner of  

Music for Autism. This dynamic organization raises public 

awareness and enriches lives through autism-friendly interactive 

concerts developed specifically for individuals with autism and 

their families. 

Founded in 2002 and currently active in six U.S. cities, Music for 

Autism offers free, professionally performed musical experiences 

in an environment where individual differences are celebrated.  All 

shows include “concert time,” “conducting time” and “percussion 

time” with provided instruments. Concertgoers are free to leave 

their seats, to dance and to explore the space during the 

performances.

“We’re delighted to partner with the trailblazing Music for Autism 

to bring the magic of music to young people with autism and their 

families,” said Dr. Barbara Firestone. Robert Accordino, Music for 

Autism co-founder, commented, “We’re very excited to expand 

our reach to the west coast. The Help Group’s leadership in autism 

education and longstanding commitment to the performing arts 

make them the perfect partner.”

The premiere Music for Autism concert at The Help Group took 

place at the Autism Center Theater on Sunday, January 30th. The 

two afternoon concerts featured violinists Searmi Parks and Sarah 

Thornblade of the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra. They 

delighted children and parents alike with their amazing talent and 

interaction with the kids. “You get so much energy back from the 

audience that you don’t get at a traditional concert and that was 

really gratifying,” said Sarah Thornblade. Added Searmi Parks, 

“The whole afternoon was a tremendous experience.” 

On April 3rd, Music for Autism returned with two performances 

from Glee piano man Brad Ellis, and special guest performers 

Eydie Alyson and Dianne Fraser. An 

acclaimed composer, arranger, musical 

director and pianist, Ellis currently 

appears on the hit TV show Glee and 

works with the show’s musical 

production team. Ellis performed 

classic show tunes and a medley of 

Glee fan favorites, and stayed on after 

AUTISM CENTER THEATER LAUNCHES    NEW CHILDREN’S ARTS PROGRAM

continued on page 20

T he Help Group is pleased to announce a new 
children’s performing arts program at the 
Autism Center Theater. “The Help Group has a 

longstanding commitment to the arts, believing that 
they provide dynamic pathways to self esteem, 
discovery, expression and social interaction,” said Dr. 
Barbara Firestone. “We are pleased to launch this 
initiative with Music for Autism, The Miracle Project 
and The Geffen Playhouse’s Story Pirates. In the years 
to come we look forward to bringing many more 
wonderful arts programs to our children and to the 
community at large.” 

You can read more about these fantastic programs 
and how they have been positively impacting Help 
Group students on these pages.

Dr. Barbara Firestone, Robert Accordino

Dianne Fraser, Brad Ellis, Eydie Alyson

Searmi Parks, Sarah Thornblade

INTERACTIVE CONCERT SERIES
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The curtain rose on The Miracle Project at The Help Group in the 

Spring of 2011. Conceived by Elaine Hall, this extraordinary 

theater program for children with autism and their typically 

developing siblings and friends provides an outlet where kids can 

explore their creative performance talents in an accepting, 

nurturing environment where 

they are free to be themselves 

and to shine like stars. The 

Miracle Project was the subject 

of the two time Emmy Award 

winning HBO documentary, 

Autism: The Musical. 

Elaine Hall commented, “We 

are thrilled and honored to be 

joining The Help Group and 

their amazing staff in 

celebrating the inspiration and 

spirit these kids bring to those 

living with autism.” Co-founder 

Diane Isaacs echoed these 

sentiments: “The greatest 

joy is to capture moments of 

inspiration from our kids and 

young adults, and weave 

them together to create 

stories that speak to the 

issues that they care about, 

such as hope, harmony and 

the environment.”

Twenty-four participants were 

enrolled in the 10-week Miracle 

Project program. They lit up the 

stage with their wonderful 

performances in the premiere 

show, LOL!: Live Out Loud, on June 

2nd and June 5th at the Autism 

Center Theater.  LOL! tells the story 

of a group of schoolyard bullies 

who travel through time and learn valuable lessons about kindness 

and tolerance. The production was developed through acting and 

At Story Pirates, kids 

don’t just watch the 

show, they write it! This 

summer the Geffen 

Playhouse and The Help 

Group's Village Glen 

School will launch its 

ongoing series with the 

nationally respected arts 

and creative writing organization, Story Pirates. 

Founded in 2003 to celebrate the words and ideas of young 

people, Story Pirates promotes literacy as a vital part of education 

and works to preserve the spark of youthful creativity often lost in 

the transition to adulthood. Because Story Pirates celebrates the 

differences in children, their shows and workshops can be a 

powerful educational tool for kids with special needs. By honoring 

each child’s unique perspective, Story Pirates builds valuable 

communication skills and provides a creative outlet for children 

with learning differences. 

This July, teaching artists from Story Pirates will conduct story 

creation workshops at Village Glen elementary school and guide 

students through the process of writing a group story. The young 

participants will create the characters and explore story structure 

as they unleash their natural creativity. 

According to Benjamin Salka, Executive Director of Story Pirates, 

“Our program is designed to spark the imaginations of young 

people, and to show them that their ideas and their voices matter.  

We’re excited to be able to work in the classroom with Village 

Glen students, and to collaborate with them on an original piece 

of theater that celebrates every child's innate creativity."

"The Geffen Playhouse 

is thrilled to add The 

Help Group to the 

growing list of 

communities we serve 

through our education 

and outreach programs," 

said Geffen Playhouse 

AUTISM CENTER THEATER LAUNCHES    NEW CHILDREN’S ARTS PROGRAM

&

PRESENT

continued on page 20 continued on page 20

Miracle Project participant, 
Elaine Hall

Miracle Project participant, Diane Isaacs

COMES TO THE HELP GROUP
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AUTISM CENTER OPENS NEW DOORS OF HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY

Research Alliance and Hasbro Boundless 

Playground. The Autism Center provides the 

additional facility infrastructure that enables The 

Help Group to offer the most comprehensive, 

innovative and seamless system of autism spectrum 

disorders services available in the United States.  

The Center is The Help Group’s fifth campus serving 

young people with special needs.

Dr. Barbara Firestone, Help Group President & 

CEO, welcomed more than 200 guests to this 

milestone event. “Our new autism center and 

campus is much more than bricks and mortar.  Our 

center is all about bringing help, hope and 

opportunities to many more children and their 

families.  The need for programs and services has never 

been greater and our resolve to serve those with autism has 

never been greater.”  Dr. Firestone expressed The Help 

Group’s appreciation to all those whose commitment to 

creating brighter futures for the children helped to make this 

new campus a reality. 

Gary H. Carmona, Help Group Board Chair, graciously spoke 

on behalf of the Board of Directors, saying, “We are honored 

that so many distinguished leaders of our city, county and 

state are taking part in these proceedings. It is wonderful to 

have this opportunity to share this morning with everyone 

gathered here and to say thank you to our government 

colleagues and philanthropic friends.”

Dr. Firestone added, “We’d like to acknowledge 

all who have contributed to our capital 

campaign and recognize those whose 

leadership gifts gave great momentum to the 

establishment of our new campus: The Coffee 

Bean & Tea Leaf®, The Milken Family 

Foundation, United Health Group, The Rose 

Hills Foundation and the Zenith.”

Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa praised The Help 

Group for its dedication to children with autism.  

“On behalf of the City of Los Angeles and on 

behalf of the 900 plus students and families that 

will be helped by this new Autism Center, thank 

you to The Help Group. Thank you for caring and 

for providing a place of dignity, hope, opportunity and love.”

In his congratulatory remarks, Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky said,  “This 

partnership between The Help Group and Los Angeles County has served 

the community, and especially young people with special needs, 

extremely well over the years.”

Senator John Burton (ret.), expressed how honored he felt to share this 

special day with The Help Group. “Every time I come here I am so thankful 

12

1. Hon. Paul Krekorian, Hon. Paul Koretz, Gary H. Carmona, Hon. 
Zev Yaroslavsky, Hon. Antonio R. Villaraigosa, Dr. Barbara Firestone,  Hon. 
Wendy Greuel, Help Group Students  2. Autism Center Rendering  3. Dr. 
Barbara Firestone, Hon. Antonio R. Villaraigosa  4. Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky  5. 
Stanley Zax, Dr. Barbara Firestone, Hon. John Burton  6. Howard Tenenbaum, 
Joy Monkarsh, Jerry Monkarsh, Susan Berk, Gary H. Carmona, Judd Swarzman, 
Richard M. Zelle, Barry Nagoshiner, Dr. Susan Berman  7. Steve Henry, Mel 
Elias, Gary H. Carmona  8. Hon. Wendy Greuel 9. Help Group Student meets 
Hon. Antonio R. Villaraigosa  10. Dr. Peter Whybrow  11. Hon. Paul Koretz  
12. Dr. Susan Berman, Gary Coleman  13. Hon. Paul Krekorian  14. Hon. Zev 
Yaroslavsky, Dr. Barbara Firestone  15. Help Group Children’s Choir  16. Gary 
Cole  17. Lisa Davidson  18. Louis Price  19. Help Group Recorder Ensemble  
20. Nina Storey

1.

6.

5.

9.

15.

10. 11. 12.

19



H e l p L i n e

AUTISM CENTER OPENS NEW DOORS OF HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY

and I feel so happy for what The Help Group 

and its staff are doing for these children.” 

Los Angeles City Controller Wendy Greuel 

acknowledged her longstanding relationship 

with The Help Group, telling the crowd, “We 

met almost 30 years ago and boy, have you 

come a long way! The Help Group has always 

been an organization that has worked hard 

to do whatever is necessary for children with 

autism and I know that we will continue to 

support The Help Group and what they do 

for many more years to come.”

LA City Councilmember Paul Koretz recognized 

that The Help Group’s efforts have not only 

enhanced the quality of life for its students but 

have also positively affected families and 

provided innovative approaches to special 

education programs.  LA City Councilmember 

Paul Krekorian echoed Councilmember Koretz’s 

sentiments and noted that it is not only the 

ribbon cutting that should be celebrated, but 

also the broad array of Help Group services that are 

provided to children and families every single day.  

Dr. Susan Berman, Help Group Chief Operating Officer, 

spoke about the wide range of programs that are dedicated 

to helping children, adolescents and young adults with 

autism and other special needs. “These services allow 

children and their families to experience the dignity of 

achievement and to look forward to productive and 

rewarding lives,” she said.

Gary Cole, Help Group Celebrity Spokesperson, shared 

his own experiences with having a child on the spectrum.  

“As a parent, I know firsthand how important The Help 

Group is to children of our community.  What The Help 

Group does each and every day is nurture and support 

the miracle of each child’s potential.”

Parent speaker, Lisa Davidson, spoke movingly about 

what The Help Group means to her family. “When I stop 

to reflect on my son Ryan’s progress, I’m pretty close to 

tears…words seem to fall short in expressing my thankfulness for the 

amazing progress of an amazing boy,” she said. “We are so lucky to be 

working with such exceptionally talented and caring teachers, therapists, 

administrators and staff.”

The Help Group’s Children’s Choir performed a touching rendition of 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” with singer/songwriter Nina Storey and a 

rousing performance of “I Believe I Can Fly” with Louis Price, former lead 

singer of the Temptations. With a standing ovation, the audience cheered 

for the children and all of the wonderful potential that they possess. The 

ribbon cutting celebration was truly a day to remember!
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In recognition of National Autism Awareness 

Month, The Help Group proudly presented the 

2nd annual Through Our Eyes: A Celebration of 

Young Artists exhibition, sponsored by Bear 

Givers in association with the James Gray Gallery 

at Santa Monica’s Bergamot Station Art Center. 

Bear Givers is a nonprofit organization dedicated 

to bringing joy to the lives of children and adults.

The exhibit opened on March 23rd and ran 

through March 27th and featured 107 imaginative 

artworks created by the students of The Help 

Group’s Village Glen School and Bridgeport 

School. One hundred percent of all proceeds of  

the sale of the artwork benefitted the schools’ 

arts programs.

“At The Help Group, we believe that the 

arts play a fundamental role in nurturing 

our students’ creativity and talent,” said 

Dr. Barbara Firestone. “We are thrilled that 

the Through Our Eyes art show is back for 

the second year and thank Bear Givers and 

James Gray Gallery for their generous 

support and commitment to the children.” 

Joseph Sprung, Bear Givers Founder & 

Chairman said, “This exhibit gives the students a chance to 

really shine and be recognized for their talents. Bear Givers is 

delighted to support this special event again this year.”  Diane 

Lempert, Bear Givers President added, “We are so happy to 

be here and to be able to see the work that the talented and 

creative students have put on the walls here. We are very 

proud of them and very excited to be here.” 

Gallery owner James Gray and his wife Heidi, Gallery Director, 

were excited to once again exhibit the students’ art in their 

elegant gallery. James commented, “Heidi and I have been 

sponsors of The Help Group over the last couple of years now 

and hopefully for many years to come,” he said. “The work is 

amazing and it’s so great to see the young artists and their 

talent and inspiration — it really is just breathtaking.” 

One young artist captured the experience when she said, “I 

feel honored and happy and excited all at the same time!” 

Another artist added, “It feels really nice to have my painting 

in a gallery. You don’t get an opportunity like this very often.”

It was a warm and wonderful event. Our artists and everyone 

who participated are already looking forward to next year!

Please save the date for the 3rd annual Through Our Eyes: 

A Celebration of Young Artists exhibition on Saturday, 

March 24th, 2012.

THROUGH OUR EYES — A CELEBRATION OF YOUNG ARTISTS

Heidi & James Gray

Dr. Barbara Firestone, Diane Lempert, Joseph Sprung, 
Help Group artist & his family
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T he Help Group was honored to have 

been selected as one of the 2010 

beneficiaries of the Night of Too Many 

Stars: An Overbooked Concert for Autism 

Education, created by Comedy Central and 

Jon Stewart’s Busboy Productions. 

Night of Too Many Stars, hosted by Jon 

Stewart, is a biennial event whose proceeds benefit autism schools and 

education programs. “Tonight isn’t about curing autism or fighting it. 

Tonight is about helping people that live with it now,” said Stewart. “We 

know that appropriate intensive education is the only clinically proven 

treatment…thank you for making such a difference for those affected by 

autism and the families that love them.”

The 2010 benefit took place live on October 2nd at the Beacon Theater in 

New York City and featured performances from some of the nation’s most 

celebrated comedians, including Lewis Black, Steve Carell, Stephen 

Colbert, Jimmy Fallon, Tina Fey, Ricky Gervais, Chris Rock, Sarah Silverman 

and Robin Williams, among many others. The show premiered on Comedy 

Central on October 21st and featured wrap-around segments from 

Stewart and other comedic all-stars live from Los Angeles. Viewers were 

able to call in to the phone bank during the airing and donate to the effort 

while getting an opportunity to speak with their favorite celebrities, 

including  Jason Alexander, George Clooney, Tom Hanks, Betty White, 

Larry David and Jimmy Kimmel.

Night of Too Many Stars producer, comedian and award-winning writer 

Robert Smigel was also on hand. Robert and his wife Michelle’s struggles 

to find educational support for their son Daniel, who has autism, helped 

give rise to the creation of Night of Too Many Stars, which has been so 

instrumental in helping children like Daniel achieve their full potential. 

Night of Too Many Stars was launched in 2006 by Comedy Central under 

the leadership of Doug Herzog, President & CEO of MTV Networks. Since 

its inception, this philanthropic endeavor has raised nearly $10 million. The 

Help Group presented its Help Humanitarian Award to  Doug at its 2010 

Teddy Bear Ball in recognition of his efforts on behalf of young people 

with autism and their families (see related story on pg 4).

D esigned to help address the increasing 

demand for transition services for post 

high-school young adults, ADVANCE LA 

has made great strides during its first year.  This 

unique program provides comprehensive, 

individualized support services to help prepare 

young adults with autism spectrum disorders, 

ADHD and other learning differences for 

successful futures in college and the workplace.  

ADVANCE LA provides individualized life skills 

coaching for young adults ages 16–30 throughout 

the year. With the support of their specialized life 

skills coaches, and in partnership with their 

families, ADVANCE LA participants learn how to 

effectively navigate through day-to-day 

experiences, deal with new surroundings, take 

healthy risks, make responsible choices and grow emotionally and socially 

as they advance towards a greater level of independence.  

This summer ADVANCE LA will launch its 2011 College Transition Program.  

This two week intensive workshop will include community based 

experiences and skill building activities aimed at helping participants 

improve their time management, organization and daily living skills as they 

prepare for college. The program will also provide a framework in which 

young adults can practice social skills and learn how to develop appropriate 

peer relationships in a safe, supportive environment.

“We want all of our clients to be able to fulfill 

their full potential and be successful in college,” 

said Lee Chernotsky, Program Director of 

ADVANCE LA. “This two week workshop will give 

them the opportunity to visit college campuses 

and will allow them to experience first hand the 

kinds of people and places that they will 

encounter as they transition into higher 

education.”

In addition to its summer workshop, ADVANCE 

LA has plans to launch its dynamic social club for 

young adults on August 20th, 2011. 

“It is an overwhelming, incredible feeling to know 

that there are organizations like ADVANCE LA 

that completely understand the situation and 

have real, concrete answers to questions we didn’t even know how to 

ask,” said one parent, whose 21-year-old son took part in a summer life 

skills workshop last year and has also participated in the program’s life 

skills coaching. “I want to thank you for creating what I feel will be a 

transforming turning-point in our son’s life - and consequently in the lives 

of the rest of our family.”

For more information on the 2011 COLLEGE TRANSITION PROGRAM, 

as well as other ADVANCE LA services, please contact Lee Chernotsky 

at 818.779.5247 or visit www.advancela.org. 

COMEDY CENTRAL’S NIGHT OF TOO MANY STARS 
RAISES FUNDS FOR AUTISM AND THE HELP GROUP

ADVANCE LA LAUNCHES 2011 SUMMER COLLEGE TRANSITION PROGRAM

Jon Stewart Jason Alexander, Dr. Barbara Firestone, 
John Farrimond, Help Group VP Public Affairs
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O n Saturday December 11th, The Help Group’s Sherman Oaks 

campus was transformed into a holiday fun zone for the annual 

Holiday Carnival. More than 800 children and their families 

served by The Help Group’s Child Abuse Prevention & Intervention, 

Mental Health and Residential Treatment programs enjoyed a fun-filled 

afternoon of carnival delights. The children were treated to a day of rides, 

carnival games, musical entertainment, arts & crafts, karaoke, a petting 

zoo, pony rides and lots of food and sweet holiday treats!  

Thanks to a most generous donation from Hasbro, every child was able to 

leave the carnival with a special gift from Santa Claus. Bears Givers, as part 

of its Empowerment Program, had adorable stuffed teddy bears available 

for all of the children. The Help Group was proud to have children from its 

Reach program take part in the Empowerment Program, which allows 

participants to experience, sometimes for the first 

time, the satisfaction of being able to make meaningful 

contributions to their communities.

Fire Station 102, Universal Church of God and The Ant Farm conducted 

toy drives and generously donated toys to the carnival. Free Arts offered 

face painting and Sign Me Up Karaoke hosted a corner where kids could 

show off their musical talents. Adding to the fun and excitement was Fat 

Burger, which brought its truck to the carnival to hand out delicious 

hamburgers and fries.   

The Help Group would like to 

thank all of the generous 

sponsors, volunteers and staff 

who made the Holiday Carnival 

such a wonderful experience for 

the children and their families.  

THE HELP GROUP2010 HOLIDAY CARNIVAL

BEAR GIVERS
FAT BURGER

KEYES AUTOMOTIVE GROUPMETROPOLITAN THEATRES
THE ZENITH

 The  Firestone Family
The Lasky Family

Joy & Jerry Monkarsh 

A.D.D. Marketing             The Ant FarmAtlantic Express             Dandy DonsBlue Cross Beauty ProductsFree Arts             Elite Movement PilatesFast Signs ~ Sherman Oaks Fire Station 102              First StudentKevin LaCava PhotographyMcDonalds             NuColor Printing       Sharky’s            SignMeUpKaraoke.com
 Target ~ Raymer St
Towerlee Printers

Universal Church of God
The Weiss Family

0 1 0
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SPECIAL THANKS TOOUR CARNIVAL SUPPORTERS

‘TWAS THE SEASON OF FUN AT THE HELP GROUP’S HOLIDAY CARNIVAL

The Help Group gratefully acknowledges the classroom sponsorships that 

were generously donated at our 2010 Teddy Bear Ball.  These classrooms 

have been named in honor of their donors or their designees:

If you are interested in sponsoring a classroom,  

please call 818.779.5212

KICKING OFF THE MILKEN FESTIVAL FOR YOUTH, 

VILLAGE GLEN STUDENTS ANNOUNCE THEIR 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

C L A S S R O O M

SPONSORSHIPS

Pamela Clark, Director of The Help Group’s Autism Schools,
Help Group Student

Mel Elias 
Ray & Lorraine Friedman 

Jason & Kathy Katims 
Ron & Ellen Tinero
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GELSON’S IN-STORE 
CAMPAIGN RAISES 

FUNDS AND AWARENESS

THE HELP GROUP THANKS ITS 2011 
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 

CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS

F or the fifth consecutive 

year, Gelson’s partnered 

with The Help Group for 

an in-store campaign that 

helped raise both awareness 

and funds at all of its 18 locations throughout Southern California.

The Help Group’s Learn the Early Signs of Autism brochures were 

available at the registers, where shoppers had the opportunity to 

make a $3, $5 or $10 contribution to support The Help Group’s 

autism education and outreach programs. The campaign was once 

again a tremendous success!

The Help Group would like to thank Gelson’s for this outstanding 

program and for its commitment to building brighter futures for the 

children and families of our community.  

I n recognition of the tremendous importance of early identification and 

intervention, The Help Group’s Learn the Early Signs of Autism brochures 

were made available to the public by 

these wonderful organizations during 

National Autism Awareness Month in April:

 ♦ THE COFFEE BEAN & TEA LEAF®

 ♦ GELSON'S

 ♦ MY GYM

 ♦ COMMUNITY CLINIC 
ASSOCIATION OF LA COUNTY

The Help Group would also like to thank the 

following corporate partners for including 

autism awareness information in their 

corporate communications:

Zenith Insurance Company, Atlantic 

Express Transportation, Delta-T Group, Inc., Electronic Arts, First 5 LA, 

Occidental Petroleum, Pilates Studio City, Salcido Real Estate Resource ~ 

Sotheby’s International Realty, Stewart Title

Time Warner Cable also helped spread the message of autism awareness by 

featuring Lee Chernotsky, Executive Director of ADVANCE LA, and Pamela 

Clark, Director of The Help Group’s autism schools, on their Local Edition 

segments. These segments air on CNN Headline News in nearly 2 million homes 

in the five Southern California Counties. The Help Group would like to thank 

Time Warner Cable for its support of our efforts during National Autism 

Awareness Month in April!

T his year Summit View West and Village Glen West both 

celebrated their 10 year anniversaries with festive gala 

celebrations hosted by the parent associations!

Summit View marked the occasion on March 26th at the Ritz Carlton, 

Marina del Rey. The special evening honored Principal Nancy Rosenfelt 

for her vision and leadership, and featured a dinner that included both 

silent and live auctions. The Village Glen affair took place on May 21st 

at the Fantasea Yacht Club. This event paid tribute to school principal 

Nata Preis for her longstanding commitment and dedication to 

helping her students succeed.

Congratulations to Nancy and Nata. Your efforts give all of us a great 

cause to celebrate! Special thanks to our Gala Chairs, Kerri Moyer, 

Susan Munro and Michele Wilson (Summit View West) and Melissa 

Donaldson & Hillary Weiss (Village Glen West), whose tireless efforts 

made these 10th anniversary celebrations such tremendous successes!

SUMMIT VIEW WEST & VILLAGE GLEN WEST CELEBRATE 10TH ANNIVERSARIES
NANCY ROSENFELT ~ NATA PREIS HONORED

Nancy & Dr. Fred Rosenfelt

Village Glen West Gala Co-Chairs 
Melissa Donaldson and Hillary Weiss

Summit View West Gala Co-Chairs 
Kerri Moyer, Susan Munro, Michele Wilson

Nata Preis, Julie Preis, 
Laura Preis Shamam
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in context -- the context of how we can address it in so many positive 

and impactful ways.” 

Parenthood’s Peter Krause and Monica Potter 

introduced Champion for Children Award honorees 

Jason and Kathleen Katims. As parents, Jason 

and Kathleen decided to speak openly and 

candidly about raising their 14-year old son, 

who has Asperger’s Disorder and attends The 

Help Group’s Village Glen School. Using their 

personal experiences as a touchstone, 

Parenthood provides insight into the very real 

struggles and triumphs of the Braverman 

family, who are raising Max, a child with 

Asperger’s Disorder.

In his acceptance speech, Jason shared his motivation 

for including the storyline about a family’s challenges with 

Asperger’s. “I wrote it because I was both plagued by autism’s 

difficulties and mysteries and inspired by its moments of grace 

and its many unexpected silver linings. If Parenthood 

makes a single person feel not alone…if it relieves 

one person from even one sleepless night then I 

feel very proud.” Kathleen spoke movingly 

about her family’s experience in confronting 

the challenges of autism. “I want to accept 

this award on behalf of all the mothers and 

fathers raising children with special needs. 

The character of Max Braverman in 

Parenthood gives me hope that people will 

see the boy first, with all his beauty, and 

have more compassion for his challenges.”

To cap off the festivities, the honorees, 

celebrity guests, special friends and children’s 

choir led the audience in an exuberant rendition of 

“Winter Wonderland” – the perfect ending to a truly 

memorable evening!

Dr. Barbara Firestone highlighted many new and exciting milestones for 

The Help Group, including the opening of the new Autism Center in 

Sherman Oaks (see cover story) and spoke of The Help Group’s vigorous 

efforts to promote awareness during National Autism Awareness Month in 

April. Dr. Firestone introduced Bonnie Star, a talented jewelry designer 

who is creating a Help Group collection with a portion of the proceeds of 

all sales benefitting The Help Group.

Dr. Susan Berman introduced The Help Group’s newest 

initiative, silverlining, a designer resale boutique and 

innovative vocational training center for students with 

special needs (see related story on p 1).  She acknowledged 

the corporate sponsors that generously donated to 

silverlining, saying, “We are overwhelmed by the incredible 

donations from American Rag, Ed Hardy Shoes, 

Pumpkinheads, ABC/Disney Television and Charlotte 

Tarantola. Thank you so much for your commitment to your 

communities." Dr. Berman also thanked interior designer 

Sue Laviolette for donating her time and talents to the 

design of the silverlining retail space.

Parent speaker Vanessa McCloud, whose 7-year-old son 

Harold attends The Help Group’s Sunrise School, spoke movingly about 

the difficulties faced by her family leading up to and during Harold’s 

diagnosis with autism. “As a parent, a handbook doesn’t pop out after the 

baby is born with ‘Here’s how to raise your child’,” she shared. “Neither 

my husband nor I had the experience of raising a child – let alone a child 

with autism.” With great pride, Vanessa shared the significant strides that 

Harold has made after attending Sunrise School for just one year. She 

spoke about the tremendous support and comfort that The Help Group 

gives to her family, saying, “We no longer feel alone.”  

Dr. Susan L. Smalley, distinguished professor, behavioral geneticist, author, 

mother and founder of the Mindful Awareness Research Center at the 

Jane and Terry Semel Institute of Neuroscience and Human Behavior at 

UCLA, was the afternoon’s keynote speaker. Dr. Smalley shared the 

significant and life-changing message of her book, Fully 

Present: The Science, Art and Practice of Mindfulness. She 

discussed the ways that practicing mindfulness can affect 

our health, happiness and even our brain structure.

Dr. Smalley encouraged everyone in attendance to 

practice mindfulness in every moment of their lives, even 

when the demands of a busy, frenetic world seem to leave 

no time for quiet reflection. “When mindfulness becomes 

widespread I really, truly believe that we will create a 

kinder world,” Dr. Smalley said, “in the same way that The 

Help Group creates a kinder place for the children that 

attend.”

Highlighting the day’s event were two heartwarming 

performances from The Help Group’s Children’s Choir, whose inspiring 

numbers drew loud and enthusiastic applause. The lovely afternoon also 

featured a boutique and silent auction, where guests had a wonderful time 

shopping and bidding for a good cause. At the conclusion, of the 

afternoon Dr. Smalley graciously signed books for an appreciative 

audience.  The Teddy Bear Tea was a great success and was truly An Affair 

of the Heart!

TEDDY BEAR BALL - continued from page 5

TEDDY BEAR TEA - continued from page 8
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!

SUMMIT 2011

Friday, October 21st & Saturday, October 22nd 
Skirball Cultural Center, Los Angeles

SA
VE 

TH
E 

DATE
!

Village Glen School

"What can I say about 
Village Glen? It has been 
a life changing experience 
for me to have gone to this 
school.”

Bridgeport School

“Thank you for my 
educational journey – I 
will never forget this 
school and all it meant to 
me.”

Summit View School

“Together, we have achieved our goals and dreams here. 
We are moving on to the 
next part of our lives with 
confidence."

CONGRATS
2011

GRADUATES!

SUMMIT CHAIRS: Barbara Firestone, PhD   █   Peter C. Whybrow, MD   █   Robert M. Bilder, PhD
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the show to sign autographs and take pictures with fans. “This is one of the 

most rewarding things I have ever done,” said Ellis. “Bravo to The Help 

Group and Music for Autism. Images of this day and this community will 

stay with me and enrich me for life.”  

Kathleen Kitts, mother of Connor age 6, captured the spirit of the Music 

for Autism interactive concerts when she said, “I was astounded and 

thrilled at how the children were moved by the music and how I was moved 

by the spirit of acceptance. Connor was allowed — encouraged even — to 

express himself and I was able to relax at a public event for the first time in 

five years.” 

The next two Music for Autism concerts will take place on July 24th and 

October 2nd at the Autism Center Theater. For more information 

please visit www.thehelpgroup.org. To RSVP please visit the “Concert 

Calendar” on www.musicforautism.org or call 877.863.7473 x1.

movement exercises, dialogue improvisations, art projects and ample 

participant input over the course of the 10-week program.  

“During rehearsals our actors spontaneously came up with an expressive 

dance or a dialogue scene,” said LOL! director Jason Weissbrod. “It was a 

true creative collaboration with the actors, who had so much fun using 

their imagination and improvisation to create these times in history.”

LOL!: Live Out Loud also contained original songs written by musical 

director Katiana Zimmerman. Along with the its catchy theme song, 

"LOL!," the show featured songs about the characters that the bullies 

encountered as they traveled through time, including cavemen and 

pirates! “The troupe is incredibly quick on learning the songs — each 

scene has a musical number — and their voices are amazing,” Zimmerman 

said proudly. “They have really come together as a community to support 

each other.”

Bravo to the cast, crew, creative team, staff and volunteers who helped 

make this first Miracle Project at The Help Group show such a fantastic 

experience for students and audiences alike! 

To learn more information about The Miracle Project’s upcoming 

summer program, please contact Nicole Webb at 818.779.5188. To 

volunteer please contact Ann Avidor at 818.779.5228.

MUSIC FOR AUTISM - continued from page 10

MIRACLE PROJECT - continued from page 11

SAVE THE DATES!
Music For Autism - July 24th & October 2nd

Story Pirates - July 31st

Miracle Project - August 4th

Dr. Elizabeth Laugeson, Director of The 

Help Group – UCLA Autism Research 

Alliance, presented Bully Proofing 

Strategies for Teens with Autism: 

Evidence-based Approaches for Handling 

Bullying and Other Peer Conflicts on 

Tuesday, May 24th at The Help Group 

Autism Center. In this interactive and 

lively presentation, Dr. Laugeson 

provided concrete tools to aid parents, educators and mental 

health professionals in helping teens with autism spectrum 

disorders effectively handle bullying and other forms of peer 

conflict.

The Help Group – UCLA Autism Research Alliance is a collaborative 

research initiative dedicated to developing and expanding applied 

clinical research in the treatment of children and adolescents with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).  A licensed clinical psychologist, 

Dr. Laugeson is also a Clinical Instructor in the Department of 

Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences at the UCLA Semel Institute 

for Neuroscience and Human Behavior and Director of the UCLA 

PEERS Program, an outpatient clinic providing parent-assisted 

social skills training for adolescents and young adults with ASD 

and other social impairments.

BULLY PROOFING STRATEGIES FOR 
TEENS WITH AUTISM

Dr. Elizabeth Laugeson

STORY PIRATES - continued from page 11

Education Director Debra Pasquerette. "We know the Story Pirates' 

program will bring a creative, new way of learning and growing to the 

students.”

Pamela Clark, Director of The Help Group’s autism schools noted, 

“Students with autism can have challenges with higher order thinking skills 

such as critical thinking, analysis and problem solving.  They also struggle 

with the rules of appropriate social interactions. The process of developing 

stories for Story Pirates will provide practice in these higher order skills  as 

well as afford opportunities for social interactions during  story creation 

development.”

The first in a series of Story Pirates performances will be presented on 

Sunday, July 31st at 1:00pm and 3:00pm at The Help Group Autism Center 

Theater.  Both shows are free and open to the public and will be great for 

the whole family. The performances will include Greatest Hits stories by 

students from around the country, as well as the new stories written by 

Village Glen students. The show will also feature stories created on the 

spot from suggestions by children in the audience! The day will be a 

celebration of the writing and creativity of kids of ALL abilities!

Admission to Story Pirates is complimentary, however reservations are 

required. Please email us at events@thehelpgroup.org or call 

818.779.5212 to attend on July 31st.
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I n January, The Help Group launched its all-new volunteer program.  

Since then, more than 100 fabulous individuals have been working with 

our children, assisting with outreach, supporting research efforts, 

staffing our library or working at silverlining. Whether they donate a few 

hours or many years of service, our volunteers help make it possible for 

The Help Group to provide special programs and services for our students 

and their families, put on fun and informative events, hold fundraisers, 

keep classrooms, libraries and programs running smoothly and expand our 

reach even further into the community.

The Help Group sends out a big thank you to all of our volunteers. We 

couldn’t do what we do without you. O n May 7th The Help Group held an amazing Special Needs 

Resource Fair for more than 400 parents and families of children 

with special needs. Forty-five exhibitors provided information on 

specialized camps, schools, social skills programs, arts classes, technology 

services and much, much more. While parents got the latest & best 

information, kids raced to the “Fun Area” to climb on the Hasbro Boundless 

playground, make foam pictures at the arts & craft booth, have their faces 

painted, sing, dance & play the drums. They even got to spend some time 

with a therapeutic pony named “Fudge.”

Thanks to all of the exhibitors, staff and volunteers for making this Resource 

Fair such a tremendous success for the children and families of our 

community!

VILLAGE GLEN CAMP

For Children with 
Mild to Moderate 

Special Needs

AGES 3 - 13

Pacific Palisades

For Teens with 
Asperger’s Disorder 
& High-Functioning 

Autism

AGES 13 - 18

Sherman Oaks

For info contact Nicole Webb: 818.779.5188  l nwebb@thehelpgroup.org  l www.thehelpgroup.org

For Children and Teens 
with Asperger’s Disorder 

& High-Functioning 
Autism

AGES 3 - 13

Sherman Oaks

For Children and Teens 
with Moderate to Severe

Autism & Other 
Developmental Challenges

AGES 3 - 21

Sherman Oaks

CAMP SUNSHINE

SUMMER DAY CAMPS for Children & Teens
with AUTISM & other SPECIAL NEEDS

ALSO OFFERING
Travel Camp to San Francisco

BECOME A 
VOLUNTEER!

To learn how you can volunteer at 

The Help Group, 

Please contact Ann Avidor at 

818.779.5228

JOIN THE HELPMATE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM SPECIAL NEEDS RESOURCE FAIR A SUCCESS
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877.943.5747  |   www.thehelpgroup.org
CULVER CITY  |   SHERMAN OAKS EAST  |   SHERMAN OAKS WEST  |   VALLEY GLEN  |  VAN NUYS 

Village Glen 
School

Sunrise 
School

Bridgeport 
School

Young Learners 
School

Coldwater
Canyon Prep

Harbor School 
West

Summit View 
School

Pacific 
Schools

ASSESSMENT

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS

TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMS

LIFE SKILLS COACHING

SOCIAL SKILLS TRAINING

PARENT EDUCATION

AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT

SUMMER & WINTER CAMPS

Founded in 1975, The Help Group is the largest, most innovative and 
comprehensive nonprofit of its kind in the United States serving children 
with special needs related to autism spectrum disorders, learning 
disabilities, ADHD, developmental delays, abuse and emotional 
problems.

The Help Group's seven specialized day schools offer pre-K through 
high school programs for nearly 1,400 students. The Help Group's broad 
range of mental health and therapy services, child abuse and residential 
programs extends its reach to more than 6,000 children and their families 
each year. With more than 800 staff members, The Help Group's state-
of-the-art schools and programs are located on five major campuses in 
the Los Angeles area.
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ABOUT THE HELP GROUP

The Help Group is dedicated to the education, treatment and  
outreach of children with autism and other special needs:

SPECIALIZED DAY SCHOOLS

Village Glen School for students with social and communicative disorders, including Asperger’s Disorder 
and high-functioning autism. The PACE Program is available for gifted students. The Beacon Program 
educates students with behavioral challenges.

Young Learners Preschool for Autism for children with autism spectrum disorders.

Bridgeport School for students with social, communicative and mild cognitive delays.

Sunrise School for students with autism and related developmental disabilities.

Summit View School for students with learning differences.

Coldwater Canyon Prep for students with learning differences, attentional and emotional issues.

Harbor School West for students with issues related to mood disorder, lack of motivation and withdrawl.

Pacific Schools for students with emotional and behavioral disabilities. 

CLINICAL PROGRAMS

The Mental Health Services Program provides psychiatry, individual, family and group therapy, case 
management, day treatment services for at-risk preschoolers and after-school enrichment for at-risk 

children as well as vocational services.

The Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders features multidisciplinary assessment, 
consultation, intervention, family support, after-school programs and camps for children with autism and 
Asperger’s Disorder. This program offers seminars for parents and professionals and promotes public 
awareness of autism spectrum disorders.

Stepping Stones Preschool Program for children with behavioral and emotional difficulties offers a 
therapeutic day treatment program for preschoolers who are challenged by special needs.

The Speech and Language Disorders Program and Occupational Therapy Program provide 
comprehensive assessment and intervention services on current research and best practices in individual, 
small group and classroom settings.

The Help Group - UCLA Neuropsychology Program is an innovative partnership of The Help Group 
and UCLA’s Neuropsychiatric Institute. This program provides neuropsychological assessments and 
consultations for children, adolescents and young adults and enriches the field of knowledge through its 
research and educational endeavors.

The Help Group - UCLA Autism Research Alliance is an innovative partnership between The Help Group 
and UCLA’s Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior. It is dedicated to enhancing and 
expanding clinical research into autism spectrum disorders education and treatment and to contributing 
to the development, greater understanding and use of best practice models by educators and clinicians.

The Child Abuse Prevention and Intervention Programs include child and family counseling, family 
preservation, teen parenting counseling, parent education and family reunification counseling.

The Wraparound Program is a strengths-based, family-focused program used by communities to 

support children and families with complex needs. 

Village Glen Commons is a therapeutic boarding school for adolescents on the autism spectrum with 
challenges in the areas of socialization, communication and peer relations.

Project Six creates therapeutic living opportunities in nurturing, home-like settings. With a full continuum 
of integrated services, these programs promote personal and interpersonal development, vocational and 
independent living skills for adolescents and young adults.

ADVANCE LA provides comprehensive and individually designed support services to help post high-
school young adults with autism spectrum disorders reach their full potential in college and/or employment 
settings.

silverlining resale boutique is the first resale store of its kind providing vocational training and competitive 
employment opportunities to young adults with autism and other special needs.

Kids Like Me After School Enrichment, Social Skills Groups and Day Camp Programs

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Graduate & Post-Graduate Training Programs 

Distinguished Lecturer Series

The Help Group Summit - Advances and Best Practices in Autism, Learning Disabilities & ADHD
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Music For Autism
Autism Center Theater 
Sunday, July 24th

Geffen Playhouse & The Help Group 
Present Story Pirates
Autism Center Theater 
Sunday, July 31st

Miracle Project
Autsim Center Theater 
Thursday, August 4th

The 20th Annual  
Keyes for Kids Teddy Bear Golf Classic
honoring 
Michael Rosenfeld 
Valencia Country Club 
Monday, September 26th

Music For Autism
Autism Center Theater 
Sunday, October 2nd

The Help Group SUMMIT 2011
Advances and Best Practices in 
AUTISM  ·  LEARNING DISABILITIES  ·  ADHD 
Skirball Cultural Center ~ Los Angeles, CA 
Friday, October 21st & Saturday, October 22nd

The 15th Annual Teddy Bear Ball
The Beverly Hilton Hotel 
Monday, December 5th

The Help Group Holiday Carnival
Sherman Oaks Campus 
Saturday, December 10th

The 5th Annual Teddy Bear Tea
Four Seasons Hotel, Beverly Hills 
Tuesday, March 13th, 2012

Through Our Eyes Art Exhibit
Sponsored by Bear Givers  
James Gray Gallery, Bergamot Station Art Center 
Saturday, March 24th, 2012

Founded in 1975, The Help Group is the largest, most innovative and 
comprehensive nonprofit of its kind in the United States serving children with 
special needs related to autism spectrum disorders, learning disabilities, 
ADHD, developmental delays, abuse and emotional problems.

The Help Group’s seven specialized day schools offer pre-K through high 
school programs for nearly 1,400 students. The Help Group’s wide range of 
mental health and therapy services, child abuse and residential programs 
extends its reach to more than 6,000 children and their families each year. With 
more than 800 staff members, The Help Group’s state-of-the-art schools and 
programs are located on five major campuses in the Los Angeles area.

The Help Group is highly regarded for its high standards of excellence, unique 
scope and breadth of services. Through its public awareness, professional 
training and parent education programs and efforts at the state and national 
levels, The Help Group touches the lives of children with special needs across 
the country and in other parts of the world.

At the heart of its effort is the commitment to helping young people fulfill their 
potential to lead positive, productive and rewarding lives.

Village Glen School  ·  Bridgeport School  ·  Sunrise School 
Young Learners Preschool for Autism  ·  Village Glen Commons Boarding Option   

The Help Group - UCLA Autism Research Alliance 
The Help Group Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 

The Help Group National Autism Foundation 
Kids Like Me Day Camps  ·  Camp Discovery  ·  ADVANCE LA 

silverlining  ·  Kids Like Me After-School Enrichment & Social Skills Groups

Summit View School  n  Coldwater Canyon Prep 
The Help Group - UCLA Neuropsychology Program 

Pacific Schools  ·  Harbor School West 
The Help Group Child & Family Center  ·  Project Six

CULVER CITY  ·  SHERMAN OAKS EAST  ·  SHERMAN OAKS WEST  ·  VALLEY GLEN  ·  VAN NUYS

PHONE:  877.943.5747  ·  FAX:  818.779.5295

UPCOMING

EVENTS

We invite you to 
follow us...

The Help Group is now on Facebook and Twitter. 
Please join us to stay up to date on all our 

events and latest news.

www.thehelpgroup.org

thehelpgroup.org


